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HELPS on the Highway 
to HAPPINESS 


@ HOMEMAKING is full of possibilities and 
responsibilities. 


@ THE NEED of effective training for mar- 
riage and rational home and family life is 
being more generally recognized. 


@ YOUNG PEOPLE should understand and 
appreciate pre- and post-marital factors that 
enter into the making of a home. 


@ MUCH HELP is to be found in these com- 
prehensive study courses. 


FUTURE HOMEMAKERS 


A Course for Intermediates 
By ERNESTINE SAMMONS JONES 


This unit has been prepared to meet a growing demand 
for a study suitable for Intermediates which considers the 
problems of personality growth, sex, approaching boy-girl 
relationships, and early preparation for future Christian 
homes. The Christian point of view is stressed throughout. 


PLANNING LIFE'S PARTNERSHIP 


A Course for Seniors 
By MILTON ALBERT HAKER 


This unit is one intended to lead Senior boys and girls 
into a deeper understanding and appreciation of the forces 
and principles that concern the families they will establish. 
The approach is one of entire frankness. No effort is made 
to minimize pressing questions; on the contrary, the various 
troublesome problems of daily experience are openly sug- 
gested. Fertile help in meeting these problems is given, and 
the light of the Bible and of human experience is offered; but 
the Senior is left to make his own decisions. 


INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
Workbook, 20 Cents a Copy 
in Quantities of 6 or More, at 15 Cents 
Leader’s Book, 35 Cents a Copy 


THE CHRISTIAN YOUTH SERIES 


of which these two units are a part, is author- 
ized for use by local Luther Leagues as “‘supple- 
mentary material’ or “‘where unit materials are 
desired for study.”’ Many such groups feel the 
need of pursuing unified study in some specific 
direction, or of fostering special study groups. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce Street - = = : 
Chicago 


Philadelphia 


Columbia Pittsburgh 


Al Child's raver 


Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me; 

Bless Thy little lamb tonight. 
Through the darkness be Thou near me, 
Keep me safe ’til morning light. 


All this day Thy hand has led me, 

And I thank Thee for Thy care; 

Thou hast warmed me, clothed and fed me, 
Listen to my evening prayer. 


Let my sins be all forgiven; 
Bless the friends I love so well; 
Take me, when I die, to heaven, 
Happy there with Thee to dwell. 


—Mary Lundie Duncan, 1839—CSB 


Lent Is 


The Time of Call to Prayer 


N these times when life is so full of engagements and presents so many demands 
that we hardly know which way to turn or which task to perform first. When we 
find ourselves so busy that we do not have time to eat or sleep sufficiently there is a 
tendency to excuse ourselves for not devoting more time to prayer. Let this not be 
the condition which we young people find ourselves in during this season of the 
year or even at any time in our busy life. The busier we are with the every-day 
tasks of life, the more time a Christian should give to prayer as the best preparation 
for a busy, active life. A wise student of prayer once said, “When the dust of busi- 
ness so fills your room that it threatens to choke you, sprinkle it with the water of prayer and 
then you can cleanse it out with comfort and expedition.” 


We are confident today as never before that Jesus’ experience may be our experience. We 
cannot preserve our sanity in these days that try our souls if we do not share Jesus’ confident 
faith in the unseen spiritual world and in all simplicity, as in the simplicity of a little child, come 
to God our heavenly Father, in prayer. It is a call to a Real Being, as real as other people 
are to you. It is the call to One Who is here and now, Who hears and answers. It is the child’s 
cry to his Eternal Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Every Need—A Call 


It is the needy whom God hears in prayer. As you approach His throne He requires no 
costly gifts to win His favor. He asks no gift cf gold or gems. All He asks is an humble and 
a contrite heart. 

When trouble comes, then “call upon Me in the day oi trouble.’ When in distress, then 
“In my distress I cried unto my God.” When conscious of weakness, helplessness and poverty, 
then “This poor man cried and the Lord heard—and saved.” 


Then Let Cs rau 


Pray as a child—Christ says that this must be our first thought in 
prayer, that God is a loving Father; and we are to go to Him as little 
children go to their earthly parents, unafraid, and sure of instant sympathy 
and love. 


+ PRAY REVERENTLY 
+ PRAY SUBMISSIVELY 
+ PRAY HUMBLY 
+ PRAY EARNESTLY 


L ooking fe orward lo Confirmation 


By SECRETARY WM. J. DUCKER 


“There’s a great day coming, manana—” So runs the 
line of a popular song. And there is a great day com- 
ing in the lives of a host of the teen-age boys and girls of 
our homes and churches in the-not-distant future. That 
day is Confirmation Day. Whether it be on Palm Sun- 
day, Easter, Pentecost, or some other time does not 
matter. It is the event which makes the day forever 
memorable. What of the 
event itself; What does 
it mean? Something of 
the Church’s idea of the 
significance of the event 
is to be had from the 
amount of preparation 
which it makes for the 
day. Much of the best 
effort and time of the 
pastor is given to the 
instruction which pre- 
cedes confirmation. 
There may be a course 
of one, two, or even 
three years leading up 
to it. Some times in the 
early part of such a 
course some other mem- 
ber of the church staff 
may teach the class, but 
almost invariably the 
closing, climaxing pe- 
riods of instruction are 
given by the pastor 
himself. Confirmation, 
therefore, should be 
looked up as the formal 
close of the preliminary 
period of religious in- 
struction. The emphasis 
here should be’ under- 
stood to be upon the 
word “preliminary.” 
Certainly it should not be the close of all religious edu- 
cation, as has been the case with far too many. To be 
confirmed has been mistakenly thought to mean com- 
pletion of the study “about God and the Christian way 
of life’ for the individual, graduation from Sunday 
School, promotion to church where no individual at- 
tendance records are kept and no home study is expected. 

All who truly understand the nature of catechetical 
instruction will know differently. They will know that 
it is a course in the fundamentals of the faith rather than 
an advanced course in church teaching and practice. It 
is truly introductory, being based on the primer of Luth- 
eran faith and life, Luther’s Small Catechism. But those 
who want to grow in Christian truth will certainly not 
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stop with this basic study. They will recur again and 
again to the truth of the Catechism itself, and its words 
will become the more meaningful to them as they grow 
in years and understanding, but they will also avail 
themselves of every opportunity to extend their knowl- 
edge of Christian truth and life. Confirmation, then, is 
ansevent which marks the end of one period in a Luth- 
eran Christian’s life and 
the beginning of an- 
other. The same CHurch 
which has nurtured the 
boy and girl from early 
childhood, which has 
thrown around him ev- 
ery possible care and 
spiritual safeguard, now 
wants to continue its 
varied ministry to him 
according to his need 
after Confirmation. It 
desires to help him con- 
tinue to grow in knowl- 
edge of God, in love of 
Him, and in faithful 
service of Him. These 
are in general the aims 
of its complete and con- 
tinuing program of re- 
ligious education. The 
Church invites the new- 
ly confirmed into the 
midst of its services 
with a new earnestness 
and cordiality born of 
the feeling that they 
now belong to the fel- 
lowship of the congre- 


gation in the fullest 
sense of the word. In 
these services the 


preaching of the Word 
is again and again done with a view to their more perfect 
knowledge of God. It maintains schools—Sunday, Week- 
day, Vacation—in order to provide them with additional 
instruction in the things of God, and it urges their at- 
tendance at these teaching sessions. It has established 
and supports an organization—The Luther League—with 
a program (of worship, study, service and fellowship 
activities) well designed to meet their expressional needs 
as growing young Christians. 

The Church warms their love for God and develops 
it in the atmosphere of devout worship where the full- 
orbed activities of God’s redemptive love are unfolded 
in the continuing cycle of the church year—from Advent 


(Continued on Page 32) 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
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We must help our Leaguers to un- 
derstand Lent rightly. Most people 
think of it as a time of dismal self- 
denial or of trivial taboos—on candy, 
movies or meat. 

Lent is preparation for Easter. It 
is getting ready for the celebration 
of the Triumph of Life—for the end- 
less life beyond death. Most scholars 
think the word Lent comes from the 
same word as length. It is a time of 
lengthening days. It is the time to 
lengthen our horizons. Time to ex- 
pand, to look ahead, to get into the 
swing of fuller Life—God’s Life. 

We should not emphasize self- 
denial in Lent. We should emphasize 
bigger and better living: 

More Prayer 

More Bible 

More Friends 

More Hospitality 

More Understanding of Others. 

More Good-will and Sharing of 

what we have. 

Broader outlook; greater tolerance 
and goodwill; finer fellowship; living 
life eternal now; the horizon and out- 
look of Heaven on all our problems 
and ways. 

So we suggest—not that there be 
no socials in Lent, but that there be 
better ones—with a wider reach. Let 
the Lent socials include people of 
other races if there are such in the 
community—Jews, Negroes, Orient- 
als. Widen the horizon of our 
League’s acquaintance and of our 
friendships. And if not of other races, 
then of other churches. Extend the 
scope of your Christian fellowship 
and reach out to others. 

Let the Devotions of Lent not be 
so introspective and self-cultivating 
as has been common in the past. Let 
our devotionals this Lent have a 

world-wide significance. Our prayers 
should be for the nations on the other 
side of the world not only geograph- 
ically, but culturally and politically. 
Christ said, pray for your enemies. 
Collect No. 68 in the Common Serv- 
ice Book is a fine example of the sort 
of prayer which we may use constant- 
ly for all those who are our enemies. 
Other collects in the same part of 
the Common Service Book expand 
our devotions at this time, for ex- 
' ample Nos. 62, 67, 72, 73, 74. 

In our prayers we must think not 
-so much of ourselves as of our fel- 
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lowmen and most of all of God and 
His will. Our March Topics lend 
themselves well to the larger outlook 
of Lent. How to pray, for what and 
how does God answer. 


In these world-shaking times no 
one dare neglect his own integrity 
of soul and his own tenderness of 
heart, but none can keep either of 
those except his thought and prayer 
reach far out beyond himself in the 
larger life of the world and of the 
world to come. That is Lent. 


Here is the time to respond gen- 
erously to the appeals of the Church 
for Lutheran World Action, through 
which the Lutherans of America are 
giving in world-wide service to the 
men in the forces, to the missions in 
war-swept lands, to the help of the 
many in defense-industrial areas; to 
our brethren from overseas—refugees 
in our midst. 


PA 
Luther League 
C. P. HARRY 
Chairman, Education Committee 


So let us expand the whole of our 
Luther League Program; lengthen it 
in every direction, making Lent truly 
a lengthening of our lives, our devo- 
tions, our fellowships, our gifts, 
reaching out toward the New Day, 
to Easter and the Resurrected Life 
beyond the grave. 


For direction of Personal Devo- 
tions or to be read in groups, we sug- 
gest Dr. Strodach’s “Lift Up Your 
Hearts” or his “The Road He Trod”; 
Dr. B. M. Christensen’s “Fire Upon 
The Earth’; or O. Hallesby’s “Why 
I Am a Christian.” All of these can 
be obtained from the Publication 
House. Or take the lessons in the 
Common Service Book for Daily 
Reading or the Daily Bible Readings 
of our own Topics and let our medi- 
ation lengthen our understanding and 
appreciation of God’s goodness and 
stretch our own lives to the wider 


horizons. 2 


Men For The Ministry 


More young men and the best young men are needed for the 
ministry of the Church for the years ahead. 


There are these potential ministers in your Luther League and 
Sunday School with whom you are associating, right at your elbow, 
doubtless listening to the words that fall from your lips. 


Those words will be written upon their hearts forever in many 


instances, 


Will you help prepare these boys for God to call into the 
ministry of His Church by calling their attention to the facts: 


That: Never was the world so much in need of the Gospel of 


Jesus Christ. 


Never before were there so many people all over the 
world who realize it. 


Never before will there be so many opportunities for the 
Church to give to the world this Gospel of Christ as 
when this war is over and peace again has been made 


durable. 


Now as never before is there a need for well-qualified 
young men from the intellectual and spiritual stand- 
point, to open their minds and hearts to the call of 
God and prepare for the holy office of the Gospel 


ministry. 
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Tree Flowers of Ear Spring 


by ANNA M. STONE 


O you think of there being no spring flowers 

until the frail, fragrant hepatica and arbutus, 

roused from their cold bed of earth, have 

resolutely pushed themselves through the 
matted floor of the wood? Early as they are to feel 
the quickening pulse of spring, several of our trees also 
shake the rigor of sleep from their limbs and blossom 
forth in delicacy, perfume and beauty along with the first 
ground flowers and well before others of their genus have 
given a sign of renewed vitality. 

Wooed by intermittent days of soft airs and caress- 
ing sunlight, from their one-piece winter bud sheath, 
early in March ‘the pussywillows are in blow along the 
ditches and the wood edge dipping down to the marshy 
hollow. 

“More soft than press of baby lips 
They flock the russet willow slips 


Before the bluebirds hither wing, 
Those first, faint footfalls of the spring.” 


The willows are a numerous and complicated family, 
being more widely distributed over the whole world than 
any other tree. Over one hundred and seventy species 
are known in all, around fifty of these being native to 
Canada. Most of their kind prefer wet situations, but 
others thrive only on fairly dry land. Their species are 
distinguished by flowers and fruits and as the staminate 
and pistillate flowers are on different specimens only an 
expert can identify them. The shrub from which we 
gather our “pussies” in early spring is known as the 
glaucous willow which, as we know, blossoms before 
the light-green, silver-lined lance-like leaves appear. 


The poplar family, along with the willows to which 
it is related, are also all early bloomers, flowering before 
the leaves and with pistillate and staminate flowers on 
different trees. Also similar to the willows in habits and 
methods of reproduction they are easily separated, how- 
ever, by their winter buds, the willows being smaller, 
with a single scale, while poplar buds are large and 
enclosed in numerous scales, some of them resinous and 
fragrant, especially the balsam poplar or Balm of Gilead. 
The large-toothed poplar is the only one of the species 
whose bud is not sticky but quite downy. 


Early as the willows and poplars are to rush into 
flower are the alders growing along creeks, ditches and 
in swampy land. The reddish-brown clustered catkins, 
smaller than the poplars, stand erect on little stalks 
of the grey alder, while those of the hoary alder tend 
to droop on the twig tips. But the catkins are quite 
similar on both and may be found “shaking out their 
powdery curls” near last year’s dried black cones. 

Along a quiet side-road a row of silver or soft 
maples are always found in full bloom early in April, 
their dark red bud knots clustered around the stems, 
having broken into flower with yellow anthers sifting 
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golden pollen on the air. There are few prettier spring 
twigs with blossoms than those of the soft or silver 
maples and if you are impatient with laggard spring, go 
out and seek a silver maple tree with its wide-spreading 
limbs drooping at the ends and shining red twigs all 
twined with flowers long ere a leaf bud of their tree has 
bestirred itself to action. 


While pussywillow blooms are so generally asso- 
ciated with late winter and early spring and allowing for 
all their velvety charm, we find the plump, curly, silky, 
grey-to-red catkins of the aspen poplar that have been 
edging out of their glossy, dark-brown coats since mid- 
February, even more attractive in crowded pendulous 
formation on their red-brown stems, making the pussy 
willows look a bit meagre and strait-laced, by compari- 
son, in their prim, precise arrangment. There is always 
a spring pilgrimage to a certain field-side, where, from 
a crooked, dwarfed, old tree, by reason of some acci- 
dent in its youth, the aspen poplar “pussies” wag within 
arm’s reach, a twig full of them one of the most in- 
triguing bouquets—heart-quickening along with the 
lengthening afternoons of early March, the “rosy warmth 
from marge to marge” of the lingering after-glow and 
the subdued tinkling of the horned lark, “somewhere, we 
know not, in the dusk concealed.” 


But for sheer loveliness can anything exceed “all 
that delicate blossoming of the elm’? By mid-March 
the flower buds begin to swell into large, flattish, brown 
shapes with a definite parting of the scales on either 
side, Standing under a huge, patriarchal white elm we 
thought we had never seen a more exquisite sight than 
the perfect arch of the boughs, drooing and tapering to 
great feathery, spray-like ends heavily beaded with 
swollen buds, the whole etched against the cloudless 
blue of a still March day. But when the tree came into 
bloom, before the leaf buds had opened, its delicate 
rusty-brown flowers made a surpassingly beautiful fili- 
gree design between earth and heaven. In short, the real 
beauty of all deciduous trees is best revealed in both 
flower and leaf as viewed from beneath. Observed from 
the side you get mass, stature, outline; viewed from be- 
low there is the magic of color-tint, bough and leaf ar- 
rangement more perfectly, especially when shot through 
with sunlight from above. 

Defined by someone as “one of God’s thoughts” 
trees provide a never-failing interest, beauty and in- 
spiration to those who will trouble to make their ac- 
quaintance, following their life history through the 
changing seasons, whose moods they reflect and adapt 
themselves to with a grace, courage, and wisdom we 
would do well to emulate. 


ee 


. . . Yet will I keep my spicit 
Clear and valiant, brother to these my noble 
Elms and maples. . . .” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


— What Is The 


Church¢ 


“The Church PLines’’ 


NE of the most familiar of all 
'@) experiences is that of going 

to church. Most of us cannot 
remember the time when we did not 
leave home on Sunday morning to 
take our place in Church School and 
perhaps later, to sit with the family 
through morning service. There is 
an old, comfortable feeling that we 
have about church, the sort of feel- 
ing that we have for tried and trusted 
friends and old, familiar haunts. 


_ But what is the church? Have 
you ever asked yourself that question, 
or have you taken the church for 
granted as you have your old friends? 
Is the church just one of the many 
“organizations and institutions that 
‘make up the complex life of your 
town: another school or lodge, an- 
other service club or woman’s club, 
another debating society or labor 
union? No, the church is something 
different. The dictionary says that 
an organization is “a number of in- 
dividuals systematically united.” That 
means that your dad and Fred’s dad 
and a number of the men in town 
may proceed to form a service club 
by electing a president, secretary, 
treasurer and program committee. 
They would not call themselves a 
church, however, for the church is 
something different. 


The great term by which the 
church has called itself for nineteen 
hundred years is The Body of Christ. 
This term first appears in the earli- 
est of all the Christian writings, the 
letters of Paul. One day he tried to 
help the Corinthian Christians under- 
stand what church fellowship was 
Jike and he put down the words, 
“Now ye are the body of Christ and 
‘members in particular.’ And when 
he wrote to the Ephesians he used 
the same term in describing to them 
how some men must be apostles, 
‘some pastors, some teachers “for the 
edifying of the body of Christ.” For 
‘nineteen hundred years—and that is 
a long time—the term has remained 
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as the church’s own description of it- 
self. What does it mean? 

You have studied biology and know 
what a body is. When you stand be- 
fore your desk in the biological labor- 
atory you know that a stone is not at 
all the same thing as, let us say, a 
frog. These two things belong to 
entirely different worlds, the stone to 
the inorganic world and the frog to 
the organic world. The organic world 
is the realm of life. We call its in- 
dividual members living organisms. 
A body is a living thing, a completely 
unified thing, an organism. It has a 
life of its own. All of its parts are 
bound together in organic fellow- 
ship. The church is like this, for it 
is an organism—the body of Christ. 

This biological detour helps to ex- 
plain the difference between an or- 
ganization like the school or service 
club and the church. The service club 
is just “a number of individuals 
systematically united” through some 
form of organization and administra- 
tion. An organism, however, is a 
single, living being. The church is 
an organism, something biological, a 
single, living being. 

Now an organism may have many 
individual parts, but they are all 
bound together into a living whole. 
Think of the many individual mem- 
bers in a giant oak tree: great roots 
that burrow into the ground and di- 
vide into hundreds of individual parts, 
a thick trunk composed of many rings 
of growth beneath the bark and cam- 
bium layer rising from the ground, 
hundreds of branches that reach out 
in all directions and thousands of 
leaves that look up to the sun. All 
of these parts form one magnificent 
body. Think of the many parts that 
constitute the human body: skeleton, 
muscles, digestive system, respiratory 
system, circulatory system, nervous 
system—all with hundreds of parts. 
Yet all these parts, working in har- 
monious union, constitute the bedy. 

The church is like this. It has many 
individual parts. Each one of us is 


a part and Christ is the head. All of 
these parts in harmonious union with 
one another, obeying the impulses 
that come from the brain or head, 
constitute a living unity, a biological 
organism. Paul speaks of these things 
in his Corinthian letters. Among his 
comments is this: “For as the body 
is one and hath many members, .. . 
so also is Christ. For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and 
have been made to drink into one 
Spirit. . Now ye are the body 
of Christ and members in particular.” 

Thus you see that it is not diffi- 
cult to tell what the church is. It 
is a body, the body of Christ, the 
body through which Christ lives and 
thinks and works and speaks today. 


This means that the church is not 
a creed or system of beliefs, though 
creeds are a part of its life. Nor is 
it just a complex organization of edu- 
cational, financial, missionary and ad- 
ministrative boards, though all of 
these things are included in its life. 
Nor is it even a system of sacraments 
through which the loving help of God 
flows into human life, though sacra- 
ments are a part of its life through 
which God does reach out to help 
men. Primarily, the church is a body, 
a fellowship of persons including all 
of these functions and many more. 
It is a fellowship of persons bound to- 
gether by the living spirit of Christ 
and at home with him forever and 
forever. 

This fellowship includes the visible 
church upon earth, the congregation 
to which you belong and with which 
you worship week after week. These 
are the people upon the earth who are 
now at home with the love and 
strength and purposes of Christ. 


But this fellowship also includes 
the great, unseen multitude of peo- 
ple who have lived their days upon 
the earth in the visible church but 
who are now just as real and vital 
a part of the church as you are. They 
are part of the body of which you 
are a part. And when you come to 
understand this wonderful fact, when 
you come to sense the very presence 
of this great multitude of Christian 
spirits surrounding you on every 
hand, you know what it means to be- 
lieve in and live in the Communion 
of Saints. 

That is what the church is, a fel- 
lowship of persons so closely bound 
together by love to fulfill the purposes 
of Christ, the head, that it can be 
called a Holy Communion, a Com- 
munion of Saints. This is the church, 
the Body of Christ. 
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IN OUR COUNTRY’S SERVICE 
Sunday Evening at Camp 
Dear Leaguers: 

Gee, but it was good to get your Christmas box! 
Whoever got that idea must have known what it is like 
to be away from home at Christmas. It brought you all 
so close, just made me glad to belong to a gang like 
that back home. 

We've been working hard, as I guess you all have 
too, but it’s worth it. Tomorrow I will get the one 
thing I want most—my Wings, the work and sweat of 
the last three months. We all made our fifth jump to- 
day. Every day for over a month now we have been 
getting our final jump training—chute packing, and the 
jump from the 250 foot free towers, plus the wind drag 
machine! 

Monday we made-our first jump, second on Tues- 
_ day, third and fourth on Wednesday, and fifth on Thurs- 
day. Believe me, it’s the thrill of a lifetime, moving to 
the door, leaving the plane, hitting the air, riding down 
and landing. And there’s nothing more beautiful than 
that silk flower over your head—that’s for me. I can’t 
describe the feeling. You’d have to jump to understand, 
but we call it “Jump Happy.” 

And best of all, I get a ten-day furlough starting in 
a few days, so maybe I’ll be seeing you to tell you 
about some of these new experiences and to hear what 
everybody’s been doing at home. I’ll be looking forward 
to one of our really worthwhile get-togethers with the 
League group. 

My best to you all, ever, 
RATEEH 
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SERVICE ON THE HOME FRONT 


“There is a man from this family serving in the 
Army!” So reads the sign in your window and you are 
glad and proud of him. Good! So you should be, for he 
is giving much to his country in a time of need. 


But you, in the family from which he comes, what 
are you doing on the home front to help his country 
and yours? What of your time and effort? What of your 
interests and activities? When he comes home, will, you 
be proud to talk of your share in giving as well as in 
getting? 

There are so many needs for youth today—helping 
to work where work is so much needed and help is gone, 
working with pay, or working without pay as the need 
arises, helping at home to keep spirits high and courage 
strong, studying, preparing, always being a part of the 
activities that really count. 


And in addition, so very important, is the steadying 
influence of “just keeping going” the best things in 
which we have always believed—the things that those 
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fe Service 


SARAH LEITER 


Chairman Life Service Committee 


away from home think about, talk about, and dream 
about; the things that make them say, “I’m glad to be 
doing what I can to protect my home, my church, and 
my home town. My folks have got something there.” 

Are you—in the family at home—keeping “that 
something” there? Is your home a better place than 
ever? Are you giving your help and interest and time 
whenever you can to your church? Can your home town 
count on your 

No furloughs here. Hours are long and tasks are 
hard. But you, too, will get your “wings” though others 
may never know. For you, too, will have learned the 
value of Service—now as always, on the Home Front. 
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WORKING SUGGESTIONS FOR 
LIFE SERVICE SECRETARIES 


Plan now for your special Life Service Day 
program in May. 


The need is increasing for ministers, parish 
workers, deaconesses. Encourage your Leaguers 


in all your League work to consider this oppor- 
tunity for Life Service. 


COME SPRING 
Life Service Secretaries— 


Let’s pause for a check-up. 

We've been pretty busy this winter—everybody has— 
busy working, busy getting done the million and one 
extras that the War is demanding of everyone. 

So now, as we’re nearing the end of a League year, 
let’s stop for a few minutes to check up on our Luther 
League. Why not try a discussion meeting with your 
Leaguers on some of these questions: 

1. What changes has the War made in our League? 

2. Are we “on the beam” in our League work, or 
have we just drifted because there is so much 
else to do? 

3. Have we gotten new members from the new 
families who have moved into our communities? 

4. Have we used younger Leaguers to carry out our 
projects if our Seniors and Young People have 
been using their extra time in working? 

5. Are we writing, regularly and promptly, to our 
Leaguers in the Service? 

6. Have we asked the pastor for suggestions as to 
how we might help the Church meet the prob- 
lems of these times? 

Now is the time to stay close to the Church in every 

possible way. Let us work for increased devotion and 
consecration—the truest kind of Service. 
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THE MINISTER 


Most lay people think that the life of a minister is 
a dull routine, but I want to tell you that the minister’s 
days are filled with a never-ending variety of events 
which make every day different. 

The most conspicuous work of the pastor is, of 
course, preaching, and here the preacher is in his glory. 
Aside from the opportunity to express himself before 
a group of people which of itself is something well worth 
while, he also has the assurance that he is speaking not 
for self but for the most high God in a heart-searching 
manner to people who need Him. 

But there is much more to the ministry than preach- 
ing. There is also the pastoral work, that is, the con- 
tacts that the pastor has in an intimate way at the im- 
portant points of people’s lives. For example, the min- 
ister visits the new mother in the hospital or home, he 
baptizes infants, he confirms children, he marries young 
couples, he visits the sick, and he conducts memorial 
services for those who have passed from this earth. 

Through all these events, and many more besides, 
he has the opportunity for close contacts with people. 
As a matter of fact, it is the testimony of countless min- 
isters that their lives are enriched, developed and broad- 
ened by their contacts to a much greater degree than 
they are able to help people. These experiences are but 
the confirmation of that profound saying of Jesus, “For 


whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever 


shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same 
shall save it.” (Mark 8:35) 

Indeed, the life of the minister is anything but dull 
and uneventful, but it is filled with experiences which 
enrich not only the lives of others but his own as well. 
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COA Books--Review 


To help you in your 
Lenten Reading and 
Meditations 


WERE YOU THERE? 
Paul Zeller Strodach, D.D. 


Here is a treasury of spiritually uplifting material 
for Lent, a new series of meditations on the Passion of 
Our Lord intended for daily reading from Quinquagesima 
to Easter. Thought-provoking and marked by a deep 
other-world beauty, it is filled with a sincerity of purpose 
which you may make your own. 

In fifty chapters, including introductory Scripture 
passages and closing prayers for each chapter, the Pas- 
sion is revealed through the acts of the disciples and all 
others who came in contact with Jesus during this 
period of His life. Each scene may be applied to our 
lives today. Each has an example and lesson for us. 
You will not regret the purchase of “Were You There 
When They Crucified My Lord?”—$1.50. 


Kis Gna 


THE VICTORY OF FAITH 


A booklet on Lenten devotionals by one of the out- 
standing preachers in the U. L.C. A. A Scripture Read- 
ing, comment and prayer. 


Price 5 cents each; $2.00 per hundred 


WAY OF THE CROSS - =" - -  -. - $150 
THEVAWAYfi- Pon, ae eRe. Ae Ee 
IT’S YOUR SOULS WE WANT - - -_ $2.50 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
x kk * 


1228 Spruce Street 


Latest statistics reveal that 100,000 men visit Luth- 
eran Service Centers each month. This means that dur- 
ing 1943 more than one million men will be served at 
these Centers. In addition Service Center pastors have 
personal conferences with at least 25,000 men each 
month. This essential ministry is maintained by con- 
tributions to the annual Lutheran World Action appeal. 


Keke KEK 


More than twenty millions of Americans have been 
uprooted during the past eighteen months. Most of these 
people have moved to crowded industrial centers to take 
war-time jobs. But the Church must follow them. It 
moved West with the pioneers when this country was 
young. It must minister to migrants of the present day. 
At least $150,000 will be needed for this emergency min- 
istry during the coming year. This fund will be raised 
as part of Lutheran World Action appeal for $1,000,000. 
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A Mad March Party 


Decorations 

Place all the furniture in the room backwards: rugs 
upside down, chairs facing the wall, and a sign over the 
door, written as though you were looking into a looking- 
glass, “This way for a big time.” 

Games 
Hand-cuff Maze 

This is an excellent game for early arrivals. Pro- 
vide a forty-inch piece of string for each person. Divide 
the players into couples as they arrive. First, handcuff 
the girl by tying an end of the string to each wrist. 
Then tie one end of her partner’s string to his right 
wrist, loop the other end within her string, and tie it to 
his other wrist. The problem is for the partners to get 
apart without breaking or untying the string. The trick 
is simply to slip the center of one of the strings be- 
tween the partner’s wrist and the loop of string tied 
around that wrist, then out over the hand. 

Name Mixer 

Line the players up, the leader and committee first. 
Each player in turn introduces himself to the head of 
the line, and is then in turn introduced to each person 
down the line. When the end of the line is reached, each 
player joins the end of the. receiving line and in turn 
meets all those who follow him. Instead of giving right 
names, exchange the first letters of given and surnames. 

A Lobster Quadrille 

This may follow “name mixer.” March the “receivy- 
ing line’ down the center of the room. At the opposite 
end of the room the first player turns to the right, 
and the second person to the left. The others fol- 
low in similar alternation. When the lines reach op- 
posite ends of the room, they halt. The head of one line 
and the foot of the other then march diagonally across 
the room. The leaders meet with a right handshake, 
pass to the next in line with a left handshake, and con- 
tinue alternating thus right and left to the end of the 
line. The leaders then turn to the right and halt at the 
center of the room. They then turn up center, meet, 
and turn at right angles to line up as partners. 

A Mad Hatter and March Hare Tag 

Partners hook inside elbows and place their outside 
hands on hips. Two players (one to be “It” and the 
other to be the ‘“Chaser”) are chosen. “Chaser” tries 
to catch “it,’ who may escape by linking arms with 
one of any couple. The third player in the couple which 
“Tt” joins instantly becomes “It,” and must run to some 
other couple. If “Chaser” succeds in catching “It,” the 
places are reversed without the game’s stopping an in- 
stant. It is permissible for any couple to twist and 
turn to evade “It,” although outside arms must be con- 
stantly held akimbo. 

A Mad Spelling Bee 

The leader should prepare a list of simple words 
that may be spelled backwards without too much effort. 
The game is conducted in the same manner as a regular 
spelling match, except that the players spell the words 
backwards. Instead of a player’s dropping out when a 
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The Mad Match Hatter and the Mad March Hate 
Are giving a party and want you there.” 


word is misspelled, his team has a point checked against 
it. The team with the most points loses the game. 

The losing team may now have a chance to redeem 
itself. While the players are still seated, pass out to each 
a sheet of paper and a pencil. Then, as the Mad Hatter’s 
hat is passed around, let each player draw from it a 
slip on which has been written the name of some char- 
acter from “Alice in Wonderland.’ Give the players 
ten minutes to draw a pencil sketch of that character. 
Here are a few suggestions: The Mad Hatter, the Dor- 
mouse, the Duchess, the Cheshire Cat, the Walrus, the 
Queen of Hearts, the Mock Turtle, Bill the Lizard, the 
Knave of Hearts, Tweedledum, Tweedledee, Humpty 
Dumpty, the King of Hearts, the White Rabbit, the 
Frog Footman, the March Hare, and the Dodo. A prize 
of animal crackers may be given for the funniest picture. 

A Chair March 

Place chairs in a circle so that there are four or five 
more players than chairs. When the music begins, all 
the players, including the extra ones in the center, march 
around in front of the chairs, When the music stops, 
all try to get a seat. Those who fail must go into the 
center. Play vigorously for five or ten minutes. 

You Have a Face 

This game provides an opportunity for players to 
catch their breath after the “Chair March.” While every- 
one is seated in a circle, one player starts by turning 
to his neighbor at his right and saying, “You have a 
face.’ That person asks, “What kind of a face?’ The 
answer should be some word beginning with the letter 
“M,” for instance, “mean.” The player with the “mean” 
face then turns to person on his right and repeats the 
performance. No repetitions are allowed. The letter 
may be changed when all words have been exhausted, 
but the fun begins when the supply becomes low. 

Refreshments 

The group will now be ready for refreshments. 
These should be kept simple: cookies or sandwiches or 
tarts, for instance, and tea. The “Mad Hatter’ might 
act as host. Have the guests return to their chairs after 
being served. While they are eating, someone could read 
story of the Mad Tea Party from “Alice in Wonderland.” 

t would be fun to finish with a “Sing.’ With a 
little preparation, a few of the old favorites could be 
used by singing the words of one to the melody of 
another. It’s just an idea; see what you can do with it! 

Farewell 

As a climax to the evening’s fun, partners form a 
single circle, the gentleman with his lady on the right. 
To the tune of “Good Night Ladies,” each gentleman 
turns to the lady on his left and bows, “Good Night, 
Ladies”; turns to his partner and bows, “Good Night 
Ladies”; turns to the lady on his left and bows, “Good 
Night, Ladies”; turns to his partner and shakes her 
right hand. “We're going to leave you now.” Continu- 
ing in same direction as he is now facing, each passes on 
and meets next person with his left hand, continuing the 
grand right and left while the chorus is sung twice. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Official Cal Joc he = 
24th Biennial Convention 


OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK JULY 2, 3, 4, 5, 1943 


REPRESENTATION 


NY society of whatever name, connected with a congregation or institution 

of learning of The United Lutheran Church in America and District and 

State or Synodical organizations whose admission shall have been recom- 

mended by the Committee on Credentials, are entitled to membership with 

representations as follows: Each society admitted to membership shall be 
entitled to one delegate, each District or Conference League to three delegates, and each 
State or Synodical organization to ten delegates. Delegates to the Convention are ex- 
pected and required to present properly certified credentials. The credentials should be 
signed by the President and Secretary of each organization, whether State or Synodical, 
District or Local League. 


Delegates and Visitors will be asked each to pay a 
Registration Fee of $2.00 


Send Registration Cards and Fee to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
CREDENTIALS 
Credential Blanks for all Delegates can be secured by March Ist from the 
State or District Officers, or by writing to The Luther League of America 


ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER, President PAUL M. KINPORTS, Executive Secretary 


On to ede bohesten 


Bf The Executive Committee of The Luther Led that “unless regulations of the Government or 
if January 18th, decided to hold the convention of Tague of America, at its meeting in Philadelphia on 
3 York, as indicated in the above Call. It was decidehe Luther League of America in Rochester, New 
Ei the United Lutheran Church in America intervened the Rochester Convention be held.” 


Ef Owing to travel restrictions and accommodations we urge full State and Synodical delegations, 

thereby giving equal representation to all Groups, but keeping the total numbers in attendance, at a 
e minimum. We have been asked to discourage the attendance of large numbers, which is contrary to 
5 our usual policy of endeavoring to have a large attendance. 


BY It was voted to make this a four-day convention instead of five, as in previous years, eliminat- 
5 ing all social events and discontinuing the post-convention tour. The convention will adhere strictly to 
business and is being held only because we feel the need for special emphasis on the program and work 


BY of the youth of our Church. 
EY Further announcements regarding the convention will be made from time to time in this 
BY periodical. 
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TAKE UP THY CROSS 
By ELSIE W. JORDAN 
Characters 
Church—Young woman carrying Bible. 
Reader—Young man or woman with good, carrying 
voice, concealed from audience, but in a place from 
which the voice can be heard easily. 


Impetuous One. 
Worldly One. 
Student—Girl of sixteen, carrying an armful of books. 


Bearer of Little Cross—Young woman having an under- 
arm bag and a very small cross. 


First Christian. 
Passer-by. 
Second Christian. 


Youth—A young man. 

This pageant is easy to give and requires only two 
rehearsals. Church wears a long, flowing, white robe. 
Other characters wear usual clothing. A large, rough 
cross is on the platform. No other stage setting is 
necessary. The characters come from different places 
in the room, giving the effect of coming unsolicited from 
the audience. 

(Church enters from left; 
stage.) 

Church: 

I am the church of the living God; 

I call for those why my path will plod. 

I give you help for the long, hard trip, 

And bear you up when you're apt to slip. 

But the way is hard and the journey long, 

So start the trip with a merry song. 

I will not hamper with burdens great, 

Nor ask that you be sad or sedate; 

A happy air and a gladsome smile 

Will help you along over many a mile. 

But I do insist that you bear my cross, 

That you seek the good and spurn the dross. 

The cross I give you must gladly take, 

And toil right on for the Master’s sake. 

Reader: “Let us run with patience the race that is 
set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and per- 
fecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and hath sat 
down on the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 
Aci Mpy, Zale 

(Choir sings one stanza of “Jesus Calls Us O’er The 
Tumult.” ) 

Impetuous One (rushing up from right): 

O Living Church, I have heard your call! 

Pll be first to answer, surrendering all. 

Church: 

Be careful now, Impetuous Friend; 

Can you be true to the journey’s end? 


Ten 


stands near center of 


Pageant 


(Impetuous One nods assent.) 

Then take my cross and bear it high, 

And for it be willing even to die. 

(Impetuous One takes cross, walks a few steps.) 
I hope he’ll carry it to the last, 

For joy will come when trials are past. 
(Impetuous One lays cross down. Exits left.) 


Reader: “And he that doth not take his cross and 
follow after me is not worthy of me.” says the Lord 
Jesus (Matthew 10:38). 

(Choir sings one stanza of “Jesus, Keep Me Near 
The Cross.’’) 


Church: 

What! Has he given it up so soon? 

I hoped he would toil to the last full moon. 
But, alas! he took it not counting the cost, 
And now in other cares he’s lost. 

T’ll call again with an earnest cry: 

Oh, who will bear my cross on high? 
Worldly One (entering from left): 

I’ll carry your cross with ease and pride; 

I like to be counted on the church’s side. 
I'll carry it—if it is small and light— 

I don’t want it exposed to every one’s sight. 
I’ve friends who might even scoff and sneer, 
So I want to hide it when they are near. 


Reader: “Every one therefore who shall confess me 
before men, him will I also confess before my Father 
who is in heaven.” (Matthew 10:32) 


Church: 

O Worldly Friend, I wish you were free 

To serve my Lord, and let pleasures be. 

You yearn for friends and a royal good time, 
And sometimes long for peace sublime. 

But you're not willing to bear burdens long; 
Your courage is weak, temptations are strong. 
So go your way and give me the brave, 

For they alone can endure to the grave. 
(Worldly One leaves as he came.) 


Church: 

Again I call in a loud, clear voice— 

Just take my cross and you will rejoice. 
Student (entering from right): 

I heard your call, and I wish to state 

That I'll carry your cross, before it’s too late; 
But just now I’m busy with lessons and books. 
I know on this road there are turns and crooks, 
And it takes the skilled and learned one 

To find the way and successfully run. 

Right now I’m busy with theories and creeds, 
But after I’m through I’ll attend to your needs. 


Reader: “Seek ye first his kingdom, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” 
(Matthew 6:33). 


(Student retires as he entered.) 
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(Choir sings one stanza of “Must Jesus Bear The 
Cross Alone?’’) 

Bearer of the Little Cross (entering from left): 

To carry a cross I’ll gladly help, too, 

For I can be brave and strong and true. 

But the cross you offer is not my kind— 

Here’s a neat, little one that I’ve happened to find. 

I'll put it here, all safe from harm. 

(Puts it in underarm bag.) 

And carry it under my own right arm. 


Reader: “Even so let your light shine before men; 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 

(Bearer of Little Cross leaves platform, left, as he 
entered). 


(Choir sings one stanza of “In The Cross of Christ 
I Glory.”) 


First Christian (entering from left): 

I have heard your call for a helper true, 
To carry your cross the journey through. 
I come to offer my help and aid; 

I'll carry the cross that on me is laid. 


(Choir sings one stanza of “Jesus, I My Cross Have 
Taken.” First Christian takes cross, goes a few steps, 
stops to rest.) 


Passer-by (entering from right and examining cross 
critically) : 

What an ugly old cross you carry, my friend; 

A lighter or smoother one I'll send; 

There are plenty of others, shiny and bright. 

I'll get you one that will be a delight 

(Exit from left.) 

(Choir sings one stanza of “The Old Rugged Cross.”) 


First Christian (taking a few more steps, then stop- 
ping to rest): 

This load is heavier than I thought it would be; 

I wonder if help will be given to me? 


Reader: ‘Let us therefore draw near with boldness 
unto the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, 
and may find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 
4:16). 


Second Christian (entering from left): 
You seem quite weary and worn today; 
May I not help you along your way? 


Reader: “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). 


First Christian: 

Kind friend, I have a long way to go; 
The cross is heavy and hard, I know, 
But if you can help, we'll try once more, 
And surely we'll gain the joy in store. 


Reader: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). 


Church: 

At last my cross is being borne 

Along the way infested with thorns, 

But are there not others willing to share 
The burden I give, and my cross to bear? 
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Youth (entering from left): 

O Church, the young folk of our fair land 
Are loyal and strong—a sturdy band. 

We give ourselves with heart and soul 
Into thine own and wise control. 

The Christ who gave Himself for all, 

Has spurred us on to answer the call. 


(Choir sings “Sweet The Moments Rich in Blessing.) 


(It would be effective if a large number coming from 
different parts of church would group themselves on 
platform by Church and Christians.) 

Church: 

The living God rejoices to see 

So many ready to set men free. 

With God and Youth and the Bible today, 

We'll seek to find all who’ve gone astray; 

For the cross is the means of leading home 

All those who in paths of sin may roam. 


(Choir sings: “Fling Out The Banner” as all leave 
the platform.) 


Kok ee OK 
“WHEN THOU FASTEST” 


The Lenten season seems to be the appropriate 
time. Loudly do some proclaim this fasting. God’s 
Holy Word says, “But unto thy Father which is in 
secret.” It is not a matter of starving the body alone. 
The vital part is to starve our sin. Fleeing from the lures 
of the city and taking refuge in a gay resort is a form 
of keeping a fast by many. “God searcheth the heart.” 
True fasting and the true keeping of Lent is a matter 
of the heart. 


“So let us keep our fast within, 

Till heaven and we are quite alone. 
Then let the grief, the shame, the sin, 
Before the mercy seat be thrown. 
Between the porch and altar weep, 
Unworthy of the holiest place, 

Yet hoping near the shtine to keep 
One lowly cell in sight of grace. 


Nor fear lest sympathy should fail— 
Hast thou not seen, in night hours drear, 
When tacking thoughts the heart assail, 
The glimmeting stars by turns appear, 
And from th’ eternal home above 

With silent news of mercy steal? 

So He will pause on tasks of love, 

To look where sorrowing sinners kneel.’’ 


My sins have taken such an hold on me, 

I am not able to look up to 'Thee! 

Lord, I repent; accept my tears and gtief ; 
But Thou hast taken all my sin away, 

And I in Thee dare now look up and pray; 
Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief. 


Of sins that as a cloud have hid Thy face, 
Of Thy care slighted, and Thy grieved grace, 
Lord, I repent; accept my tears and gctief; 
And in the Blood, which doth my pardon plead 
The Truth and Love, which for me intercede, 
Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief. 


Sin is my sorrow, passion is my pain, 

To Thee their vileness, and in me their stain; 
Lord, I repent; accept my tears and grief ; 
Christ is my joy; and out of all distress 

He doth deliver with His righteousness; 
Lord, I believe; help Thou my unbelief.” 
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ANDHRA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE—GUNTUR, INDIA 


HE Centennial celebrations are 

now history, and our Mission 

has entered into the second 
century of her work here in the 
Telugu Desa. The services and other 
sessions were inspirational and help- 
ful in every way, and well repaid the 
efforts of the Centennial Committees 
and the Centennial Director. These 
celebrations were planned for, sever- 
al years ago, and preparations have 
been under way for some time, al- 
though the last few months were es- 
pecially busy months, with all final 
preparations to be made. Centennial 
Celebrations were to be a period of 
thanksgiving, an acknowledgment of 
the wonderful way the Lord has 
blessed the feeble efforts of His serv- 
ants, for He has so guided and ruled 
His church that in spite of the frail- 
ties of our human endeavors, in spite 
of the divisions of other years, in 
spite of the failings of missionaries 
and Indian workers, our church in 
India has become a great power for 
good, a great force for the further 
evangelization of India, a great group 
of believers growing in grace and 
looking forward to a consummation 
of His blessings in His kingdom. 

It was with this sort of spirit that 
our Christians gathered at Guntur, 
coming from all parts of the Mission 
area, from Yeleshwaram and Samal- 
kot, 150 miles North; from Tarlupad, 
150 miles South. Many brought their 
cooking pots and camped for the 
three days of the festival. All the 
Christian homes in Guntur were 
crowded with guests. A catering de- 
partment prepared and sold meals, 
close by the church. Huge earthen 
jars were kept filled with water for 
drinking purposes, and in many other 
ways the comforts of the people were 
provided for by the local committee. 
These arrangements were appreciated 
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by those who came from distant 
places, by those who had no rela- 
tives or friends in Guntur, for moth- 
ers had brought their babies, par- 
ents their children, and many aged 
people had also come, some who had 
attended the 75th anniversary and a 
few who had been present at the 50th 
anniversary. 

There were more than 10,000 pres- 
ent and it was feared that such a 
large crowd would be unwieldly, but 
the absence of disorder was very 
marked. People showed a happy, co- 
operative spirit, were reverent and 
and attentive and enjoyed the meet- 
ings. It was a happy occasion for 
them in more ways than one, for 
there were many family reunions, a 
meeting together of friends and 
schoolmates who had been long sepa- 
rated. Between meetings the whole 
area between the pendal and Heyer 
Hall was covered with little groups 
of people; workers from one area 
talking with workers from another 
area, mothers discussing their chil- 
dren, school friends, relatives and the 
like. One old grandmother, soon 
after her arrival, saw, assembled to- 
gether most of her close relatives and 
among them grandchildren whom she 
had not seen before. The concourse 
of people was greater than she had 
ever seen and all in all, it was too 
much for the good woman. Her heart 
was unable to stand the excitement 
and she passed away in the midst of 
her relatives. One of her relatives 
said, “She died of happiness.” 

The coming together of this huge 
concourse of people was in itself a 
most impressive sight and Christians 
took home with them a much better 
understanding of the strength and 
power of our own church, and many 
a small, underprivileged group of 
Christians will be refreshed and 
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strengthened when they hear at first 
hand of the strength and unity of 
the Church as found expression in 
our Guntur meetings. 

The arrangements for the meetings 
were excellent. A splendid pendal 
had been erected adjacent to St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, fitted with electric 
lights and loud speakers, with a solid 
platform for speakers, kalakshepam 
and pageant. The benches from St. 
Matthew’s Church were placed along 
two sides of the pendal and the rest 
of the floor space was covered with 
mats, on which three-fourths of the 
people sat through the meetings. The 
pendal was tastefully decorated, In- 
dian style, and in the center a huge, 
colorful light in the form of Centen- 
nial emblem, with the lamp, the cross 
and the great seal of India, shown 
forth to all corners of the pendal, 
and caused much astonishment among 
those who came from far-off villages 
where electricity was unknown. 
Lighting had always been a big prob- 
lem for large meetings hitherto. 
What a wonderful blessing electricity 
is, for without it only a small frac- 
tion of the people would have been 
able to hear the speakers whereas 
with loud speakers, the whole crowd 
sat without disorder, attentive and in- 
terested. 

Much credit is due to the Centen- 
nial Director, Dr. Gotwald, for his 
unremitting labor and to the local 
committee for their careful planning 
and for the splendid way in which 
their plans were carried out. 

The Centennial exhibit attracted 
thousands. This was placed in the 
old church at “Gunn Compound”, 
which is adjacent to the Father Heyer 
stone, which marks the spot where 
Father Heyer first lived in Guntur, 
where he settled after reaching Gun- 
tur on July 21st, 1842. The exhibit 
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had been very skilfully arranged. 
Pictures depicting missionaries and 
work of other years, as well as the 
present time, were all found to be 
interesting. Old baptismal registers, 
journals in the handwriting of Father 
Heyer, and other interesting matters 
had been gathered from all parts of 
the mission and a continuous stream 
of people enjoyed the exhibit. Here, 


too, Centennial souvenirs, Father 
Heyer buttons, Centennial posters, 
the Mission History, pamphlets, 


“What God hath wrought” in Telugu 
and English, all found a ready sale. 

Although sessions were not to be- 
gin until the evening of July 30th, 
by noon of that day there were 
crowds of people present. In the af- 
ternoon, there was a music competi- 
tion in the pendal, singing and in- 
strumental, which held the attention 
of the people. By seven in the even- 
ing, when the sessions began with a 
moving picture of the Life of Father 
Heyer, the pendal was crowded. The 
film portrayed Father Heyer’s palan- 
quin journey from Tuticorin to Bap- 
atla, following his landing at Tuti- 
corin; the crossing of the Sitar River 
in flood, with the palanquin on the 
heads of the bearers; his camp at 
Bapatla and his meeting with Mr. 
Stokes, the Collector. The Palnad 
ministry, with baptisms at Polapalli, 
the boarding school at Gurzala, in- 
teresting the ryots at Gurzala with a 
clock, microscope burning glass, etc., 
little Moses and Father Heyer and 
finally, Father Heyer burning his cof- 
fin, when finishing his Palnad min- 
istry. The third part took up Father 
Heyer’s last trip to India, when he 
arrived at Sholapur by train and 
traveled across the Deccan by cart 
and palanquin and his arrival in Gur- 
zala. Then his meeting with Dr. 
Unangst, who was the only mission- 
ary on the field and after that his 
period of work in Rajahmundry and 
East Godavary, touring by tent, by 
house boat, establishing congregations 
in several places, and finally his de- 
parture for America from Cocanada. 
The moyies were in technicolor and 
were found to be most interesting by 
the people. A running commentary 
over the loud speaker made the pic- 
tures all the more interesting to the 
audience. These pictures were shown 
on the three nights of the Centen- 


nial, each night the pendal was 
crowded. 
After the movies, the Telugu 


pageant was put on. This pageant 
was the work of Rev. P. B. Paul of 
the Luthergiri staff. In an excellent 
arrangement of scenes, under five 
acts, the pageant took up successive- 
ly, “Teaching, preaching, healing, wit- 
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nessing and sowing and reaping.” In 
these five acts and seventeen scenes 
all phases of the work were described 
in historical settings. It was well 
received and enjoyed. 

July 31st, Centennial Day, was the 
big day of the festival. In the morn- 
ing the service of Thanksgiving in 
St. Matthew’s Church. Only a frac- 
tion of the people were able to get 
into the church, the rest were seated 
in the pendal, the service being re- 
layed through loud speakers. At this 
service addresses were made by Dr. 
Fink, President of the Andhra Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, by Pastor 
Paradesi, the oldest pastor in service 
in the church and by Miss Sanford, 
the oldest missionary present. Thanks- 
giving was the keynote of the ad- 
dresses. Gratitude for the wonderful 
things that the Lord had wrought 
through these last hundred years and 
a renewed consecration to the tasks 
still remaining to His church and 
prayer for His continued guidance 
and help for the years to come. A 
thank offering was received which 
was added to the Centennial thank 
offering of the whole church. During 
the service, Dr. Gotwald, President 
of the Mission Council, read a cable 
from the Home Board of congratula- 
tions and announced that the United 
Lutheran Church in America had al- 
so raised a thank offering for the 
work in India which amounted to 
$125,000. This service was conducted 
by Rev. T. Matthew, Vice-President 
of the church and the two local pas- 
tors, Reverends Gopal and Aaron. 

In the afternoon a procession had 
been arranged, through some of the 
principal streets of Guntur, beginning 
at the old church and the Father 
Heyer Monument and ending at the 
pendal at St. Matthew’s church. We in 
India, see many processions, for pro- 
cessions are dear to the hearts of 
the Indian people and are held for 
all sorts of occasions and provide op- 
portunity for a public display of the 
sentiment of those participating in 
the procession. It could easily be 
seen that this was a joyous proces- 
sion. It will be a long time before 
the inhabitants of Guntur see so much 
happiness parading their streets all 
at once. Such singing, such waving 
of flags and banners, such a thump- 
ing of drums and a blaring forth of 
horns, with the horses of the marsh- 
als prancing with happiness and the 
marshals themselves quite unable to 
keep their lines in order. The Super- 
intendent of Police had kindly fur- 
nished a police escort and the various 
formations were to march four 
abreast, but this had been interpreted 
liberally and it ‘was closer to forty 


than to four. However, the Guntur 
streets are broad and could easily 
provide for this slight irregularity in 
the marching order. 

Each group carried a large placard 
designating the department or field 
which it. represented. There were 
gZroups representing the A. E.L.C., 
the synods, the College, the Boys’ 
High Schools and Girls’ High 
Schools, the organization of Blue 
Birds all in uniform. There were 
groups representing the Press, the 
Carpenter Shop and Farm School, 
Rajahmundry Training School, Stall 
Training School, The Lace School 
and Bible Training School at Rajah- 
mundry, the Industrial School in 
Narsaraopet and a group of very 
happy children from the Hindu Girls’ 
Schools in Guntur. Many of the Dis- 
trict fields were represented such as 
Tenali, Markapur-Cumbum, Narasa- 
raopet, Palnad, Guntur and Bhimay- 
ram. Bands of singers and bands of 
instruments marched at frequent in- 
tervals. For the most part, the 
marchers were sturdy young men and 
women, typifying “Youth on the 
March;” the youth of a church of 
190,000 marching from one century 
of achievement and blessing into an- 
other century of work in the vine- 
yard, marching forward with joy and 
confidence. 

The evening session was in two 
parts, at the Pendal the Father 
Heyer film, followed by a Kadhaka- 
lakshepam, by two very talented 
singers, who, in this combination of 
singing and declaming, so dear to 
the hearts of the Indians, described 
the history and development of our 
church in India. 

The other part of the program was 
held in the college hall, completed 
last year, a splendid auditorium, seat- 
ing 1000. As the capacity of the hall 
was limited, admission was by ticket. 
The audience was composed entirely 
of English-speaking people and in- 
cluded many representatives from 
other missions and institutions who 
had come to Guntur for the Centen- 
nial. 

Much of the pageant had been 
written by late Mrs. Gessler. Mrs. 
Gotwald completed it and also ably 
produced it. Miss Naugle had trained 
and directed a splendid choir of stu- 
dents. Miss Engle had prepared the 
costumes. The beautiful Centennial 
Hymn was the work of Doctor Can- 
naday and was set to music by Dr. 
Dolbeer. 

The pageant was built about a 
Mission Study Class, which was just 
off stage and studied the develop- 
ment and growth of the mission in 
cycles of 25 years. The leader, Pastor 
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Augustus with his class, led up to 
scenes shown in the pageant in a 
very interesting manner so that the 
audience was able to understand each 
scene as it came. The titles of the 
scenes were: “Beginnings, Trials and 
Triumphs, Planting the Church, The 
Ripening Harvest.’ The pageant fin- 
ished with a beautiful tableau depict- 
ing the various departments of the 
church and mission, grouped around 
the Centennial Cross. 


On August Ist, a public meeting 
was held in the pendal at which time 
the many representatives of other 
missions and visitors were presented 
to the audience. Many messages of 
congratulations were read, which 
came from all parts of India. Al- 
though the meeting was long, lasting 
from 8:30 A. M. to 2 P. M., it was 
full of interest, not only because of 
the expressions of esteem and good- 
will which were brought from all 
parts of India, but rather because it 
showed the many ways in which our 
Own mission is cooperating with 
other misisons and other institutions 
in India and also showed how the 
history and development of our own 
church and mission was bound up 
with the neighboring churches and 
missions, especially in the early days. 

The following visitors and repre- 
sentatives of other missions and in- 
stitutions were present and each had 
a few words to say. 


Messages of congratulations were 
too numerous to mention, coming 
from many missions and institutions 
that were unable to send representa- 
tives and also from many individuals. 
A cablegram to the Board of For- 
eign Missions, Baltimore, was reaa 
by Mr. V.Ch. John, after which the 
meeting closed with the singing of 
the Centennial Hymn and the Nation- 
al Anthem. 

In the afternoon two services were 
held, one in the Telugu and one in 
the English cemetery, to honor those 
who have gone before, those who 
have given their days in the service 
of the Master as well as those who 
had accepted Him in simple faith. 


These were impressive services. Here 
are found the graves of Dr. Kugler, 
Miss Brewer, the grave of Dr. Baer 
who was called to her eternal home 
shortly before the Centennial and the 
graves of many others. How fitting 
to have such service at this time of 
rejoicing. We count the living mem- 
bers of our church annually and they 
number thousands but who can count 
the thousands of young and old who 
in these hundred years have found 
their rest in the Lord, who, accepting 
Him as their Saviour have found 
death to be but a door to eternity. 
After all, is that not the goal of the 
missionary, the pastor, the catechist, 
Bible woman and teacher, to so guide 
and nurture those in our care that 
they may be kept in Christ even from 
cradle to the grave, where their souls 
are again handed over to the Lord? 


On the evening of August Ist, the 
Life of Father Heyer and the Telugu 
pageant were again shown and much 
appreciated by another capacity audi- 
ence. This was the last session of 
the Centennial. This does not mean 
that the Centennial celebrations are 
finished, for during the next few 
months there will be celebrations all 
over the Mission field, in all the chief 
stations and in many of the village 
congregations. There will be num- 
bers of Centennial tours which will 
take in most of the congregations in 
the Guntur and Nellore Districts and 
of course, many thousands of people 
who were unable to come to the Cen- 
tennial will have an opportunity of 
rejoicing in the growth and develop- 
ment of the Mission and will be 
strengthened in their resolution to 
serve the Lord. 


It is difficult to estimate the bless- 
ings of such a meeting as was held 
in Guntur. Perhaps the biggest thing 
about it was the fact that some 
10,000 people were willing to leave 
their work for three days, travel at 
their own expense, some of them long 
distances, in order to be present for 
the meetings. It was an inspiration 
to see them and a delight to be 
among them. I was asked to report 


on the Centennial, not to interpret 
it. However, I could not help but 
feel that those present took with 
them some very definite impressions 
which will help them to be better 
servants of Christ. 

One of these thoughts was ex- 
pressed to me by an old man. “How 
I wish the other elders of our congre- 
gation had come,’ he said, “then 
they would know to what a wonder- 
ful. big church they belong.” He 
came from a small congregation in 
a remote village, where caste people 
look down upon them and are par- 
ticularly unfriendly toward Chris- 
tians. Here at Guntur he got a 
glimpse of the power, the solidarity 
and the unity of our church which he 
had not felt before in the unfriendly 
surroundings in his village. 

Another thought which I am sure 
was in the minds of many, was of 
the greatness of God’s blessing. 
Through the movies, pageant, ad- 
dresses and the exhibition, the con- 
trast between the humble beginnings 
of our work and its present day de- 
velopment were brought home to 
many in a striking way. One could 
not help but see God’s hand every- 
where in the picture of this growth, 
a result of His direct blessing. 

Another thought that I am sure 
many carried away with them, was 
that our Church is spiritual and has 
always ministered and is ministering 
to the spiritual needs of the people 
whom she serves; and that her great 
task is to continue to witness, to con- 
tinue to bring souls to the feet of 
the Master, through the inspiration of 
the Spirit. 

A hundred years behind us lie 

Wherein God’s servants, filled with 

might 

Have wrought beneath His spacious 

sk 

A epee work of grace and light 

We thank Thee, Lord, for years agone 

For work unceasing till our day, 

And pray Thee that a glorious dawn 

May brighten all our future way. 


Written by A. F. Schmitthenner, 
Yeleshwara, East Godavary, Centen- 
nial Publicity Committee. 


Have You Contributed to the India Centennial Project ¢ 
of the LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 


$10,000 
JUST FOUR MONTHS REMAIN TO COMPLETE THE QUOTA! 


and more for Luthergiri as the 
Missionary Project for the Biennium 
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FOR THE NEWLY CONFIRMED 


Someone has said: ‘‘We may grow tired in His work, but we never grow tired of it.”” We believe that this must be because 
Jesus Himself gave us so clear an understanding of the fact that “Service is Happiness.” 


“Fight the good fight with all thy might! 
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 
Lay hold on life, and it shall be 
Thy joy and crown eternally. 


“Run the straight race thro’ God’s good grace, 
Lift up thine eyes, and seek His face; 
Life with its way before us lies, 
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 


“Cast care aside, upon thy guide 

Lean, and His mercy will provide; 
Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove 
Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 


“Faint not nor fear, His arms are near, 
He changeth not and thou art dear; 
Only believe and thou shalt see 
That Christ is all in all to thee.’ 


THE WORD OF SALVATION 


How greatly, how stately the battle Christ wages, 
His reign to maintain by the might of His Word! 
It builds up His kingdom throughout all the ages, 
And conquers wherever its message is heard. 


It guides us, provides us with grace and with glory; 
It takes us and makes us true Christians at heart. 
The Lord gave the Word, and men publish the story, 
His servants the tidings of comfort impart. 


Great preachers and teachers, in number exceeding, 
God sent us and lent us to lead us aright. 

Uplifting the banner, their voices are pleading, 

“Let Christ be your Savior, His Word your delight!” 


Receive it, believe it, the Word that was spoken; 

Yea, heed it and speed it from place unto place! 

Inspired by the Spirit, its promise unbroken, 

The Word of salvation, the Gospel of grace. 
—wW. M. Czamanske 


EVER THE SAME 


Thou art the same, Thou changest not; 
Perfection does not change! 

We mortals flit from spot to spot 

And vary in our range 

Like buzzing bees, now here, now there, 
But Thou art ever everywhere, 
Forevermocre. 


Thou art the same, and Thou art love, 
And all Thy ways are peace; 

And from Thy treasury above 

Thy gracious will is this: 

To fill with goodness and delight 

Thy creatures all by day and night, 
Forevermore. 


Thou art the same, as we would be 
Had ‘we remained in love. 

Thy mercy came to set us free: 

From heaven’s throne above 

Thy Son by love was moved to come 
So we again might have our home 
Forevermore. 


Thou art the same, though men delight 
In changing like the breeze, 

Not asking whether wrong or right, 
But what their ‘hearts may please. 
O make us steadfast for the right 
That we may live in heaven's light 
Forevermote. 
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—-F. W. A. 


THE BLESSED CROSS 
By C. Adam 


O cross, thou symbol dear to all 
Who Jesus Christ their Savior call, 
We think upon thee evermore, 
An emblem from the days of yore, 
And treasure thee in memory, 
Thou sign of Christianity. 


Thou bor’st the body of our Lord, 

When men’s great wrath on Him was poured, 
And thus thou wast the altar made 

On which the debt of sin was paid; 

The blood of Jesus o’er thee flowed 

To free the race from sin’s great load. 


Thy bloodstained form is empty now, 
Fulfilled in God’s eternal vow; 

The evil foe must own defeat; 

The Savior’s triumph is complete; 
And with Him share the victory 

His own, throughout eternity. 


O cross, thy story we proclaim, 

Free grace for all in Jesus’ name, 

That many more might rescued be, 

And saved for heav’n ‘eternally. 

Lord, grant that all might know the cross, 
And count all other things but dross. 


THE HOLY GROUND 

By LEWIS C. MANGES, D.D. 
’Tis Holy Ground, dear Lord, this passion way 
O’er which Thy scourge-striped form and breaking heart 
Passed onward to redemption’s task sublime. 
Each lustered tracing which Thy hallowed feet 
Have burned in crimson glory and in gold 
Into the lonely desert of our grim 
And stumbling pilgrimage enthralls my soul. 
I would draw near, O Lord, and bathe mine eyes 
In this dear light. E’en if to see must be 
To sense the depth of mine unworthiness, 
Yet would I see Thy tender fortitude, 
Thy gentle strength, Thy depthless grief and all 
The matchless glory of Thine endless love. 
And if to hear must be to find myself 
Amidst the cruel crowd that laughed Thy name 
And pierced Thy hands, or feel myself beside 
Thee on the lesser cross, condemned,—still let 
Me hear again Thy gracious passion voice 
Above the rude confusion of the world. 
I long to hear Thy blessed prayer, “Forgive, 
Forgive.”’ The immortality within 
My heart craves o’er and o’et Thy wondrous word 
Of .promised Paradise; and midst the din 
Of man’s stupendous enginery of pride 
And questioning, I lift mine anxious eat 
To hear Thy cry of all triumphant joy 
In finished Grace. Not curious with a crude 
Delight in pain, nor with an insolent quest 
For earthly light upon the mystery of 
Thy Cross, nor yet with fashion’s heartless throng 
Would I approach this Sacred Way, my Lord, 
But with unsandalled feet and empty hands 
And yearning for its revelation of Thy Grace. 
O turn me not away nor dim mine eyes, 
Nor close mine ears, nor yet withhold the streams 
Of Grace; but open up the floodgates; let 
Thy ‘saving love fill all mine emptiness, 
Thus may I learn to trust, to love, to live, 
And if Thou dost require it, to die. 
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Themes and mottoes, like songs, stir us to think 
definitely along certain lines. According to popular ac- 
count, the motto, “In God We Trust,” now usually 
stamped upon all of the gold, silver, nickel and copper 
coins of the United States, was first suggested by a resi- 
dent of Maryland. S. P. Chase was Secretary of the 
Treasury, when in 1861 he received a letter urging that 
since we considered ourselves to be a Christian people, 
we make suitable recognition of this fact upon our coin- 
age. The letter was referred to James Pollock of Penn- 
sylvania, who was then Director of the Mint. In Mr. 
Pollock’s report for 1862, he discussed the question of 
recognizing the sovereignty of God and a declaration of 
our trust in Him upon our coins. The idea of introduc- 
ing a motto upon our coins was favorably considered by 
Mr. Chase, who said in his report, that he did not doubt 
that it would meet with the approval of an intelligent 
public sentiment. 


As Congress gave no attention to the suggestion, 
Mr. Chase in his next annual report again referred to the 
matter and gave a strong statement of reasons for adopt- 
ing it. “The motto suggested, ‘In God We Trust,’ is 
taken from our national hymn, ‘The Star-Spangled Ban- 


ner’. The sentiment is familiar to every citizen of our 
country. It has thrilled millions of American freemen.” 


On April 22, 1864, a two-cent bronze piece was au- 
thorized to be coined by Congress and upon this was 
first stamped the motto, “In God We Trust.” In his 
report for that year the Secretary expressed his ap- 
proval of the fact, and strongly urged that the recogni- 
tion of “trust” be also placed upon all gold and silver 
coins of the United States. By the 5th section of the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1865, the Director of the 
Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
was authorized to place upon all the gold and silver 
coins of the United States susceptible of such addition, 
thereafter to be issued, the motto, “In God We Trust.” 


A careful check reveals that this motto continues 
upon our present day coins with the exception of what 
is known as the Buffalo nickel. The Buffalo and Indian 
found upon this coin are a sign of pre-civilization. The 
Gospel brings with it civilization, but not all civiliza- 
tion brings with it the Gospel. 


We sing, “God Bless America,” and the best way to 
insure that God will bless America is to bless God in 
America, and to continue alive in the heart of every 
American the motto, “In God We Trust.” The youth 
of the Luther League are an important part of this 
America, more important than the coin upon which we 
place this motto. Which do you consider more import- 
ant—the youth or the coin? Do we want youth to be- 
come like the Buffalo nickel, without the Trust in God? 
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Show that you want this motto, “In God We Trust,” to 
continue to grow in the hearts of the youth of the 
Church, by sending in the equivalent of these coins for 
a $1 Contributing, or a $5 or more Loyalty, Alumni, 
Gift or Memorial Membership in the Sustaining Mem- 
bership Fund. Send it now to the Luther League of 
America, 405 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman. 
Sustaining Membership Fund Committee 
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CONSCIENCE 


By Hilda Richmond 


One of God’s best gifts to humanity is that still, 
inner voice that speaks distinctly to the individual un- 
heard by those closest to him. In one way young folks 
never hear enough about conscience, or rather they hear 
only one side of what it is and does. “Didn’t your con- 
science tell you that was wrong?” is a favorite question 
of parents and teachers and others who deal with youth. 
Young folks are in danger of growing up to believe 
that conscience, “that little spark of celestial fire,” as 
George Washington called it, speaks only when we are 
tempted to do wrong. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Conscience speaks just as plainly when we do 
right and “the testimony of an approving conscience” 
should be coveted by every human being. 


What is it that warms your heart and gives you an 
uplift as you do a good deed? Conscience is speaking 
approval! Never forget that. It is like the applause of 
an interested and pleased audience, and the whole be- 
ing glows because of it. If conscience reproves, and it 
does, it also commends. If you don’t believe this, a sim- 
ple experiment will prove it to you. A good deed, a kind 
word, a little sacrifice for others, and something steals 
into your soul that makes you wish to do it all over 
again. 

A troublesome conscience is about the best posses- 
sion anyone can have when placed among companions 
with low ideals. It should be prized and kept tender as 
a priceless gift from the good God Himself. 


Finally, a tender, normal conscience helps form good 
habits. The youth may be far from home teaching, 
placed among strangers and away from the gentle ad- 
monitions of friends and parents, but the ever-present 
voice helps him to choose good company, to order his 
study hours aright, to play fair on the athletic field and 
to “render a good account” wherever placed. He cannot 
get rid of his mentor, and in time does not wish to. 
What he may have looked upon in early youth as an 
encumbrance becomes his trusted companion. It sweet- 
ens every joy and helps to save in the day of tempta- 
tion. It is the thing that is ever awake, ever active. “My 
conscience is clear,” is the best possession of God-fear- 
ing people. They can enjoy studies, business, pleasures, 
sleep, recreation, and even their meals better for obe- 
dience to the inner voice. A good conscience even makes 
for physical health. Cherish it! Obey it! Live by it in 
the fear and love of Him who gave it, and success will 
attend your path—Source Unknown. 
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THE BEST BOOKS FIRST 


A young journalist met an elderly journalist at one 
of the down-town churches of a great American city 
one Sunday evening after the service. 

“You are the fellow I’m looking for,” said the older 
man, as he shook the other’s hand vigorously. “If you 
don’t object, let‘s take a walk before we go home. I 
want to talk with you.” 

So they went out of the church together, and strolled 
down the noisy street where the trolley cars rumbled 
past, out on to the broad thoroughfare. 

The man who had been long in the game had been 
doing much reading, and he was bubbling over with the 
thoughts his reading had stirred in his mind. He felt 
that he had in the young man an intelligent and sym- 
pathetic listener. After running on at a great rate, giv- 
ing synopses of articles and books which he had been 
reading, and recommending some of these, he thought 
that he had said enough, and that he would give the 
young man a chance to express some of his opinions. 

“If you were to be cast ashore on an island,” pro- 
posed the speaker, “and you were allowed to take with 
you four books, what four would you select?” 

There came no immediate answer. The young jour- 
nalist was in his imagination trying to put himself in 
the place of an unfortunate man who was to have for 
the rest of his life only four books out of the vast li- 
braries of the world. 

“The Bible,’ answered the young man. 

“Yes, of course. I did not make my proposition as 
clear as I ought to have made it. I mean that you are to 
include the Bible, and add four books besides.” 

The young man had to reconstruct his ideas a little 
after this change in the problem. He was thinking hard. 

“You have asked me a difficult question,” he said. 

“Ves, since you are fresh from the university, I 
would not like to ask you an easy question.” 

This reply put the young man on his mettle, and he 
again put his mind down hard on the problem. 

“Shakespeare,” he said, declaring his first choice. 
He was thinking of the delightful moments he had spent 
reading the ten plays that had been required in the 
Shakespeare course which he had taken in college. He 
would read the rest of the plays, and reread those which 
had been the objects of critical study. 

“You have made a good selection,” said the older 
man. 

“There is another book which has had a great in- 
fluence on me. In fact, it changed the whole course of 
my life. Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’ is my next choice.” 

“Ves, ‘Paradise Lost’ and ‘Paradise Regained’ are 
wonderful works. You would do well to take them with 
you. The poet Milton wrote about the unseen world. 
Although he was not inspired, and is not exact in all 
his statements, yet as a poet he exercised a poet’s fancy, 
and with a clear eye and a steady hand he wrote, em- 
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phasizing the fearful realities in such a way that the 
world is compelled to listen. And if you will follow all 
the classical and Biblical allusions, you will be an edu- 
cated man.” 

“T am sure that I would want Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s 
Progress’ in my limited library,” said the young man. 
“As I read this simple allegory, which was written by 
the prisoner in the Bedford jail, I see myself in Pil- 
grim, and I follow him with absorbing interest from the 
time he bids his family good-by, until he catches sight 
of the wicket gate and passes beyond it to the delights 
that await him in the world of glory and light. With 
this book by me, I feel confident that many an otherwise 
dreary hour of my enforced exile would be filled with 
hope and comfort.” 

Already he had mentioned Shakespeare, Milton, and 
Bunyan. So many books offered themselves as candi- 
dates for the fourth that it was difficult to decide on one. 
In his imagination he could see the boat at the wharf 
ready to take him off to his island, and he knew that his 
choice would be irretrievable. Then, too, his companion 
was waiting for his final word. 

“Homer,” said the young man, glad that he had 
supplied the full quota of the library required. 

“If you cannot read him in the original,” said the 
older man, “you will find an excellent translation of the 
‘Odyssey, by Lang and Butcher.” 

After the walk, and when the two companions had 
parted, the young man began to think about the many 
good books which were available. The next day he de- 
cided to put down in a notebook a list of books that he 
wanted to read, and at the head of the page he wrote 
the words of Henry Thoreau, “Read first the best books; 
otherwise you may not find time for them.”—David Page 
in ‘‘Forward.” 


Ke Kk 


THE MAPLE SUGAR SEASON 


By WILLIS P. KNIGHT 


ACH spring, as soon as the sap commences to 
G flow, the country boy looks eagerly forward to 


the day when his father will say, “Come, boys, 
it is time to go to sugaring!’’ Maple sugar time is one 
of the most delightful seasons in the entire year. Strange 
to say, the value of maple sap was first learned about 
1606, when a party of French settlers in Connecticut 
happened to see some Indians at work tapping trees and 
gathering the sap. 

The sap of the silver or white maple contains sugar 
that is now in demand all over this country. The Indians 
did not make sugar, however, but simply boiled the 
sap until they had a sweet beverage like a very thin 
syrup; but the Indians of Vermont and Canada boiled it 
still more and obtained a soft sugar used in flavoring 
certain dishes that they ate. These latter Indians used 
utensils made of birch bark for both gathering the sap 
and containing the boiled product, and for a number of 
years it was supposed by the white people that the true 
flavor of maple syrup could not be obtained unless such 
utensils were used. 

Gradually it became the custom for the colonists 
who owned sugar maple trees to plan their allotments 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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Commission on American Missions 


of the NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 
H. CONRAD HOYER, Director 


Ministering to the Migrating 
Multitudes 


HERE is a Sunday _ school 
among the trailer homes at 
Willow Run, Michigan. Or- 

ganized the Sunday before Thanks- 
giving, it represents the first con- 
crete result of the work in the de- 
fense industry areas by the Commis- 
sion on American Missions. 

Thirty-four children from trailer 
homes round about Willow Run en- 
rolled for class instruction on the first 
Sunday, and over a hundred: others 
have been listed as definite Sunday 
school prospects for the future. Miss 
Anne Keil has served as the Defense 
Area visitor amony the trailers. In 
one month she actually ‘contacted 
more than three hundred and fifty 
trailer-home families. She has or- 
ganized the Sunday school, gathered 
two ladies’ groups together in inform- 
al “ladies’ aids,’ enrolled a class of 
four ladies for adult instruction dur- 
ing the week, and she has invited 
the many trailer-home families to 
worship at the Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church of Ypsilanti. The Willow 
Run Sunday School planned the 
Christmas program, seeking to bring 
a Christian Christmas to the trailers. 
Worship services were arranged for 
after the first of the year. Rev. Hugo 
Fenker, pastor of Emmanuel Luther- 
an Church of Ypsilanti has been the 
pastor-in-charge at Willow Run, and 
he has rendered valuable assistance. 
The field was recommended to the 
Commission by the Lower Michigan 
Lutheran Home Mission Council, and 
a committee from this council serves 
as a directing board. 

We write of this first project in 
detail for it represents a type of the 
initiating ministry which will be 
duplicated in other areas as the work 
of the commission progresses. 

Note the characteristics: (1) a new 
community of sizable population but 
removed from any Lutheran Church; 
(2) a woman worker, designated “De- 
fense Area Visitor for the National 
Lutheran Council”; (3) using a center 
in the community (the Spencer School 
is used for Sunday School purposes 
at Willow Run); (4) begins with a 
canvassing program, leading to a 
Sunday School, and any other social 
or religious activity for which there 
is demand; (5) under the direction of 
a Lutheran pastor who is inteicsted 
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in the program, and who lives near 
enough to serve as pastor and coun- 


selor; (6) recommended by the 
Regional Lutheran Home Mission 
Council. 


Work of a similar type has already 
been set up at San Pedro, California, 
with Miss Anna Wendell as Defense 
Area Visitor, and at Vancouver, 
Wash., with Mrs. Floyd Haskell as 
the visitor. Seattle, Wash., Portland, 
Ore., San Diego, Cal., are other cen- 
ters where work will be initiated very 
soon. 


*x* A Supplemental Service 


The Fremont-Mead-Wahoo situa- 
tion in Nebraska represents a sec- 
ond type of work which the Com- 
mission has planned. Government 
authorities have supplied the informa- 
tion that seventy-three per cent of 
the employees at the Mead Ordnace 
plant live in Fremont. Three Luther- 
an Churches of the National Luther- 
an Council are prepared to minister 
to these people. In order to reach the 
many newcomers with a personal in- 
vitation to worship and fellowship in 
these Churches, the Commission has 
arranged through the Omaha Region- 
al Lutheran Home Mission Council 
and in cooperation with the Lutheran 
pastors of Fremont, to place a De- 
fense Area Visitor in Fremont to 
work half-time for three months. Mrs. 
Caroline Nelson has been employed, 
and her work will be to supplement 
the established ministries of the 
Churches with an intensive canvass- 
ing and visitation program among 
the new families of Fremont. 

A similar supplemental service will 
be arranged in other areas where the 
Lutheran Churches of the National 
Lutheran Council are conveniently lo- 
cated to serve the people who have 
settled in their midst. Many congre- 
gations can expand their local pro- 
grams with volunteer canvassing and 
visitation so as to reach the new 
families without any help from the 
Commission. But where help could 
well be used for a few months in 
order to reach these defense area 
workers and that help is not avail- 
able in the local congregation, the 
commission is prepared to provide it, 


_ as workers are available. 


* A Cooperative Ministry 


Alert to the problems that were 
coming because of the war indus- 


tries, the Norwegian Lutheran Church 
at Bremerton, Washington, increased 
its staff and expended its program 
more than a year ago. At the present 
time the Church there has a pastor, 
an assistant pastor, and two parish 
workers. Two branch church schools 
are conducted every Saturday morn- 
ing in the community halls of the 
housing projects. Before the Com- 
mission on American Missions was 
organized, this congregation was al- 
ready prepared to minister to the ex- 
panding population. 

To this church our Commission ex- 
tends its hand of cooperation. We 
shall assign to the congregation the 
task of reaching all the Lutheran peo- 
ple of Bremerton in the name of the 
National Lutheran Council. We shall 
provide them with the names of peo- 
ple who have moved there. We shall 
offer suggestions and plans to reach 
the Defense workers as we can dis- 
cover them or develop them. 

Other congregations are likewise 
strategically located in other areas. 
Many of them have already enlarged 
their programs. We ask that they 
write us and tell us what they have 
done, and we in turn shall offer them 
any help that we can give. 


* Keeping Our Own 

When we bring the ministry of the 
Church into the defense industry 
areas, we naturally offer that ministry 
to all people in those areas. The day 
is past when we minister to “our 
people” exclusively. Missions means 
reaching out to the unchurched as 
well as the churched. 

Even so, we do seek out our own 
also. To win a soul from darkness, 
and lose another into darkness means 
no gain at all, and usually it is easier 
to keep than to win. Surely it is 
easier to win others when you have 
some. 

Therefore, to help keep our own 
Lutheran people, and to help reach 
the unchurched in the defense areas, 
we ask our pastors and our lay peo- 
ple to report the names and addresses 
of members who move into other 
communities, to the Membership 
Transfer and Contact Department of 
their church headquarters. Address 
your report: Membership Transfer 
and Contact Department, the name of 
your church body, the address. These 
names and addresses will be relayed 
to pastors near their new home, and 
they will be encouraged to seek the 
fellowship and the worship of the 
Church while they are here. 


+ Temporary Membership 
Many of those who have moved 


- will never return to their old home 
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settings. They should be encouraged 
to_ transfer their membership as 
quickly as they transfer their furni- 
ture. Their souls will waste away if 
their spiritual home is a thousand 
miles, or even a hundred miles from 
their physical home. 

: Others who work in the defense 
industries in the metropolitan cen- 
ters will return to their old surround- 
ings when the emergencies of the 
present day are past. They too should 
be encouraged to find a Church home 
even for their temporary stay. Since 
a formal transfer may not be prac- 
tical, we encourage them to make a 
temporary affiliation with the Church 
in their new surroundings. Already 
churches in Washington, D. C., Balti- 
more, Md., Los Angeles, Cal., and 
elsewhere have established associate 


memberships in their communities. 
Such an affiliation lasts for a year. 
It commits the one who seeks the 
association to a regular program of 
worship and activity in the church 
where he lives. It usually implies al- 
so some financial support to that 
Church. However, to have such as- 
sociate membership he must be a 
member in good standing in his home 
church, and must continue to keep 
that membership alive. 

What does it do? It keeps the 
member in the continued fellowship 
of the saints; it makes him feel at 
home in his new surroundings with 
a sense of belonging there; it keeps 
him close to the worship and the ac- 
tivity of the church; it makes it pos- 
sible for him to continue as a living 
witness to the gospel. 
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Some insist: “We want to keep 
our members!” We suggest that this 
is perhaps the only way to “keep” 
them in this modern day. If they 
lose the fellowship and the worship 
of the church during the years that 
they are away, they will likely be lost 
to the church by the time they return. 

% Summary 

Thus, through establishing Luther- 
an Centers in new areas, supplement- 
ing the programs in established areas, 
cooperating with programs that are 
already in progress, and encourag- 
ing the reporting and contacting of 
our Lutheran people who have moved, 
the Commission on American Mis- 
sions of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil seeks to bring the ministry of the 
church into the Defense industry 
areas.—N. L. C. 


NEWS! NEWS! 
NEW YORK STATE 


Greetings, Leaguers from your New York friends. Spring is in 
the air—and this Spring all Leaguers’ fancies turn to summer and 
thoughts of Rochester. Are you all set to attend the Rochester 
Convention? Well, here’s the latest word from our Publicity Chair- 
mau: 

We look ahead now, definitely, just as we have for so many 
years to having on our New York State territory the 24th Biennial 
Convention of our Luther League of America. 

Ours is the great opportunity, now to offer as never before a 
Convention filled with the mightiness of our Heavenly Father, not 
because we are seeking His solace in a time of stress, but because 
we need His renewed guidance to assure our Victory Through Faith, 
which inspiration seems to abound so evidently where Luther Leaguers 
are gathered in any number. 

So our Convention Committee with all New York State Leaguers 
in full support, looks forward to the coming July 2-5, assured, unless 
“exigencies” become too strong, of a completely successful Con- 
vention for those who will be with us in representation for those 
great numbers who would have been in Rochester under a ‘business 
as usual’ program. To you, then, we say “Start planning and sav- 
ing now, to be with us on July 2-5.” 

—CLARENCE L. NEUN 


Our Districts have been busy, too, so let’s peek in on their 
activities : 

Mohawk Valley District 

So far activities in Mohawk Valley have been most invigorating 
as we complete one phase of work, leave it, and go on to the next. 
The regular League work is progressing smoothly and as far as 
rallies are concerned, we have found them to be most interesting. 
The Program Committee did a fine job on the Fall Rally by pro- 
viding most interesting conference groups, each lead by workers out- 
standing in their phase of League work, and our Missionary Rally 
on January 31st, at St. Paul’s Church, Utica, when Dr. Heins spoke 
to us on missionary work was most appealing to all members who 
attended. 

We are slowly progressing with our plans for the State Con- 
vention. However, this year we are facing problems which are un- 
usual, but nevertheless we look forward to an inspiring convention. 
To go back into the history of the League for a moment, did you 
know that the Luther League was organized in Utica? Yes, fifty 
years ago the League had its first meeting, and Redeemer Church is 
credited with the founding of it. 

—BETTY VOLL 
Brooklyn District 


Brooklyn District has been going along in great style in spite of 
many fellows in the services. Our average attendance has been 40 
members at District meetings held at St. Luke’s Church the last 
Monday of each month. Our annual December meeting ended with 
a Christmas Social, and believe me, we held a good one this year 
with a fine time and large attendance. One of our District projects 
in the near future is to paint the fence around the children’s play- 
ground, with fellows and girls joining in the paint job. War work 


h thing on us! 
oligos _HENRY J. KROOSS 
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NEWS! NEWS! 
Long Island District 


A skating party was held at Wal-Cliffe Rollerdome on Decem- 
ber 29th, to swell the milk-bottle funds for the National Conven- 
tion. We had the largest turn-out on record for a District skating 
party, in spite of rainy weather and lack of automobiles. There 
were interesting discussions beforehand on everything from the 
capacity of busses to the distribution of population in Long Island 
District, on whether it should be held at Wal-Cliffe or Queens Rol- 
lerdome—but we compromised by planning two. Just wait ’til you 
see the crowd at Queens the next time! 

—JULIENNE D. LEHMANN 
State Publicity Secretary 
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CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 
York District 


Miss Helen Bupp, Publicity Secretary of York District, reports 
that: 

The Executive Committee of the York District Luther League 
held their January meeting at the home of Earl Bricker, past Dis- 
trict President. The devotions were in charge of Dorcas Miller. 

Mr. L. R. Hobaugh, Social Missions Secretary, reported that 
the next service at the York County Jail would be conducted the 
first Sunday in March by Rev. Gerald Neely, pastor of Christ 
Lutheran Church, York. 


District Missionary Rally 

Plans were completed for the Annual Missionary Rally to be 
held January 26, in Christ Lutheran Church, York. The program is 
in charge of Betty Ann Greiman, Missionary Secretary of the Dis- 
trict. The speaker will be Miss Mary Slifer, a student at Gettysburg 
College, and daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Luther W. Slifer, former 
missionaries to India, home on furlough and residing in Gettysburg. 
At this meeting the Intermediate League of Dallastown and the 
Young People’s League of Emigsville will receive their certificates 
of membership into York District, as newly organized Luther 
Leagues, 

Life Service To Be Emphasized 

A Life Service Conference will be held February 25, at 7:45 
P. M., in the Chapel of Union Lutheran Church, York. This event 
is being planned by the Life Service Secretary, Dorcas Miller. The 
speaker will be Sister Anna Ebert, Directing Sister of the Mary J. 
Drexel) Home and Philadelphia Motherhouse of Deaconesses at 
Philadelphia. She will present the Deaconess work in word and 
picture. . ; ‘ 

The committee decided to hold their next executive meeting in 
one of the churches in York, due to present conditions. 

—MAYNARD P. FUHRMAN 
Central Penna. Publicity Chairman 
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Senior and Young People's | opics For March 


SENIOR TOPICS — Theme: “Taking The Steadfast Christ Seriously” 


March 7, 1943 
Quinquagesima Sunday 
TAKING THE STEADFAST CHRIST SERIOUSLY 
—IN YOUR OWN LIFE 
Romans 8 :35-39 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Tonight we think about our own consecration. And 
next week, our ability and duty in our relationships to 
others. We can not hope to have a true relationship to 
others if we are not sincerely devoted ourselves. There- 
fore, we want to find out for ourselves some of the ways 
in which we can increase our consecration, and how we 
can show proof of our devotion to the steadfast Christ. 


An Important Decision 

There are many important decisions in life, but none 
equal to the decision to become a Christian. Most de- 
cisions affect only a limited portion of our thinking or 
being, but Christ demands all. “No man can serve two 
masters,’ is His Word. If we are Christian at all, it 
reflects in all of our speech and actions. Being a Chris- 
tian is not formal but functional; that is, not mere join- 
ing of an organization, but a complete surrender of life. 


A New Adventure 

“Come, follow Me.” These are the words Jesus used 
when He called His disciples nearly two thousand years 
ago. In the case of Matthew, it meant giving up his 
lucrative business and his old friends—breaking with 
the life to which he had been accustomed and entering 
upon a wholly new experience. To Peter and Andrew it 
meant quitting the fishing business and staking all on 
Jesus. They did not know where this new life would 
lead, but they struck out on the new adventure with 
courage and determination. 


Know His Will 

Knowledge is necessary for any type of disciple- 
ship. Happily God has spoken to us, and we have ready 
access to that Word. Jesus thought of His teaching as 
spiritual food and drink for the souls of men and women. 
Zeal is a good quality, but must be properly directed. 
We are to have zeal according to knowledge. Nothing 
else will take the place of an intimate personal knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures. 


Checking on Ourselves 

Let each one of us be very fair and frank with him- 
self. Is my loyalty to Christ the foremost thing in my 
life? Is my personal purity in thought and deed what 
it ought to be? Am I loving and forgiving in social 
relations as was He? Do the serious things of life 
weigh heaviest with me? Am I living to any purpose, 
or just drifting; Am I really committed to Christian 
activity, or just loafing on the job? Christ makes serious 
demands! How do I rate when put to the test? 

Being Christlike 

The Christian religion is very practical. It touches 

every sphere of life. It is intended to inspire one to 
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worship and to guide one in the daily living. Christianity 
is not a garment to be worn on stated occasions and 
then taken off and hung up until used again. It is a 
life that is to permeate thinking, feeling and acting. Some 
time ago there was a cartoon in a paper representing 
Jesus and a business man walking side by side on Mon- 
day morning. When they came to the place of the man’s 
work, the man put out his hand to Jesus, saying, “Here 
is where we must part.” He should have opened the 
door and invited Jesus to enter and remain with him 
while at the place of business. 

Being a Christian means to be Christlike, to have 
Him as our constant companion, our best friend. To do 
everything the way He would do it. It means living 
the Christ life and Christ living in our lives. 


Living Victoriously 
More than four hundred years ago there was war 
between France and the people of Spain. The Spanish 
army was large and strong, while the French army 
was so small that their cause might have seemed hope- 
less had it not been for the fact that they had as their 
leader the king’s nephew, the brave Gaston de Foix. 


‘He was young, scarcely more than a boy, but he was 


fearless and noble and true, and the soldiers loved him. 

One day when the Spanish army was about to make 
an attack, young Gaston decided it was time for him to 
lead in a charge against them. But his army was small 
and the foe was powerful, and friends begged him not to 
run so great a risk. While they pleaded, Gaston thought 
of his own loved people at the mercy of so cruel and 
strong a foe and, mounting his horse, the noble young 
leader cried, ‘‘Let him who loves me, follow me!” Straight 
toward the enemy he rode as the cry rang out through 
the air, “Let him who loves me, follow me!” 

Up rose the brave, young knights. Up rose the 
valiant older men. Up rose the farmers and mechanics 
and traders. Away they sped, following the young hero 
whom they loved. The Spanish army, taken by surprise, 
fell back and fled in defeat. 

If we as young Christians truly love Christ as our 
Leader, and follow Him as our Royal Hero, we can live 
victoriously for His sake. 


Demands Honesty 

The religion of Christ has always emphasized the 
need of honesty in the world. What God wants and 
what the world needs is young people, honest to the 
core, who cannot be bought at any price, nor turned 
from the path of honesty by any rewards which dis- 
honesty may offer. 

In our government, both State and National, many 
glaring cases of dishonesty have occurred within recent 
years. While we see dishonesty in public office, let us 
not be carried away with the thought that dishonesty 
is not wrong. The world, however, in its secret heart 
respects honesty. It is besides the very foundation and 
basis of all religion. In this quality of a Christian lies 
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the very pith and marrow of our morality. Therefore, 
it is not necessary to emphasize the fact that there is 
no Christian life without honesty. 

The old saying that “honesty is the best policy” 
does not mean to say that we are to be honest simply 
as a matter of expediency, but that honesty is the one 
thing needed today. 

We should all strive to be youth on fire with a 
passion for those things which are honest and of good 
report inspired by the example of Him whom we have 
vowed to follow and to serve, the world’s most honest 
man and greatest gentleman. 


Requires Clean Living 

We say that a thing is clean when there is nothing 
in it out of harmony with its nature. Water and air 
are pure when they contain their proper elements in 
right proportion. Gold we say is pure when it has been 
separated from all foreign matter. Thus with the heart 
of each of us. 

Christ emphasizes the value of a clean life when He 
says, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.” A bird with muddied wings cannot fly, neither 
can a heart filled with lust stand in communion with 
God. 

“Can a man reach a point where he will not be 
tempted or yield to impurity?” asks Henry B. Wright. 
Then he answers, “The human mind is like a camera 
film. After exposure to an impure thought or sugges- 


tion, it is possible to do one of two things, either delay 


and develop the plate which fixes the picture permanent- 
ly, or instantly to flood the plate with light of Jesus— 
then the picture is forever destroyed. The latter is what 
is meant by ‘putting on’ Jesus.” 

There is no greater asset in life than a pure mind 
in a sound body. We should cherish and seek cleanli- 
ness of life above everything else. Luther once said, 
“You cannot prevent the devil from shooting arrows of 
evil thoughts into your heart; but take care that you do 
not let such arrows stick and grow there.” 


Christ The Measuring Rod 
Christ is the measuring rod by which we must guage 


- ourselves as to whether we are truly Christian or not. 


Of course we cannot be divine like He was, but we can 
reflect the wonderful qualities of His humanity in our 
lives. We should strive to be more like Him every day. 


Just stand aside and watch yourself go by; 

Think of yourself as “‘he’’ instead of “‘I.” 

Pick flaws; find fault; forget the man is you, 

And strive to make your estimate ting true. 

The faults of others then will dwarf and shtink; 

Love’s chain grows stronger by one mighty link, 

When you with “he” as substitute for “I” 

Have stood aside and watched yourself go by. 
—Gillilan 
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March 14, 1943 
First Sunday in Lent 
TAKING THE STEADFAST CHRIST SERIOUSLY 


'-—IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO OTHERS 


John 13:34, 35. . 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Last week we had under discussion the importance 


of taking Christ seriously in our lives, and in our con- 
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clusions we endeavored to impress upon ourselves that 
it is important that we first must concede Christ a first 
place in our lives if we ourselves are to be Christlike 
and live victoriously. This evening we want to impress 
upon ourselves that from this close contact with Christ 
there should radiate a Christian spirit to others. 

We call ourselves Christians. That means that we 
claim to be of Christ. We recognize Him as our Lord 
and Master. We pledge love and devotion to Him. We 
see Him in the ideal of life, and profess to walk in His 
steps. All this brings great responsibility. Behold the 
kind of man He was. He never had a selfish thought. 
Infinite love brought Him from heaven to earth, from 
bliss to pain, in the quest of lost lives. To be Christians 
in the true sense is to be like Him. How impressive then 
the verse: 


Must I go, and empty handed, 
Thus my dear Redeemer meet? 
Not one day of service give Him, 
Lay no trophy at His feet? 


Eliot Porter, in a recent article in “Young People,” 
writes convincingly on this subject in an article, “Getting 
a Bigger ‘Self’:” 

““Every cherished idea is a self, and needs disci- 
pline.’ We ought to be continually enlarging our ‘self,’ 
moving from a narrow to a more enlarged one. As Pro- 
fessor Cooley said: ‘It is healthy for every one to un- 
derstand that he is and will remain a self seeker and that 
if he gets out of one self, he is sure to form another, 
which may stand in equal need of control. ... Self, to 
be healthy, or to be tolerable to other selves, must be 
ever moving on, breaking loose from lower habits, walk- 
ing hand-in-hand with sympathy and aspiration. If it 
stops too long anywhere, it becomes stagnant and dis- 
eased, odious to other minds, and harmful to the mind 
it inhabits.’ Even young people may need to consider 
whether their interests are coming to be confined to 
certain rutted concerns, whether this ‘self’ is likely to 
be larger at the end of the year than the beginning. 

““Tf any man would come atter me,’ said Jesus, 
‘let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. For whosoever would save his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s 
shall save it.’ (Mark 8:34, 35)” 


What Others Say 

“Jesus,” says Journalist Charles W. Wood, “came 
into a world which was lost in a theory of selfishness. He 
came to a world in which it was supposed that selfish- 
ness paid dividends and that unselfishness was a total 
loss. It was admitted by some that unselfishness was 
good, and after death one might be rewarded for it. But, 
as far as this life went, did not one have to look out 
for himself? No, one did not. Jesus not only asserted 
this, but demonstrated it.” 

Paul found a new and greater self. “I have been 
crucified with Christ,” he said; “and it is no longer I 
that live, but Christ liveth in me.” (Galatians 2:20) 

The new Paul was a far happier person than the 
old one. For ‘fone of the most obvious things about 
selfishness is the unhappiness of it.” It cannot know 
what Jane Addams calls “the exhilaration and uplift 
which come when we are caught up into a great human 
movement.” 
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Ambrose, Bishop of Milan in the fourth century, 
taunted the pagans of his time with the fact that they 
could maintain no works of mercy or benevolence. The 
Emperor Julian, opponent of Christianity, in the same 
century, tried in vain to sustain charitable institutions 
through pagan support. He could not continue his hos- 
pitals, nunneries and monasteries. He lamented that his 
Romans would not help their own pagan brethren, while 
those whom he called “the godless Galileans’” supplied 
their own poor and even the needy pagans. 

In this modern day when the world is so in need of 
our assistance there certainly is need for us even as 
Christians to supply the need out of our rich storehouse 
of supply, those whom we call godless or pagan. What 
are we doing as a Christian nation, to supply the needs 
of those who are innocent in bringing us into this con- 
fused and perplexing state of the world? 


In The Home Circle 

However limited our sphere of life, we are bound to 
be associated with a good many other people, and the 
attitude we show will have something to do with their 
happiness. What a serious thought that the way we act 
determines the joy or sorrow, the pain or pleasure of 
other people! In no circle is our influence so marked as 
in the home. There the deepest ties are formed. We are 
children of love. To father and mother we mean more 
than their own lives; in a sense we are their life. It is 
a terrible thing for a child to be ungrateful to his par- 
ents. How do our parents see us? Of course, they are 
forgiving of any misdeeds, but do our actions pain them 
or make them profoundly happy? 


Race Prejudice 

The average self-respecting person of any race is 
proud of his racial characteristics, and does not care to 
exchange with anyone. Dr. Robert E. Speer tells of at- 
tending a meeting in China addressed by a Chinese 
speaker. He said in the course of his talk, “There are 
five great races in the world. These are the white, red, 
brown, black and skin-colored races.” Naturally the 
“skin colored” race to a yellow man is his own. 

Racial prejudice is a great obstacle in the path of 
Christian brotherhood. If a man is of a different color 
than our own, we feel a little superior to him and treat 
him accordingly. We forget that God made of one blood 
every nation of men to dwell on the face of the earth. 

If we will apply the golden rule in our lives, we 
will have little trouble in deciding our attitude toward 
other races. If we make it the rule of our lives to “do 
unto others as we would have the others do unto us,” 
racial differences would cease to exist. 


Living Good Will 

How can we live good will? Well, we can start ac- 
cepting the men of all nations as our equals in the hu- 
man family. God loves them all. We, as God’s children, 
should love them all. We can make it a practice to give 
them credit for all the worthy contributions they have 
made to the welfare of the world. We can help them 
catch a vision of the Christlike life. We can set an ex- 
ample which they will desire to follow. We can en- 
courage them when they make efforts in the direction 
of a better understanding. 
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Avoid Non-Christian Attitudes 

To avoid un-Christian attitudes ourselves, let us 
read again Milton’s words: “Give me liberty to know, to 
utter, and to argue freely according to conscience above 
all liberties. . . . And though all the winds of doctrine 
were let loose to play upon the earth, so Truth be in 
the field, we do injuriously by licensing and prohibiting 
to misdoubt her strength. Let her and Falsehood grap- 
ple; who ever knew Truth put to the worst in a free 
and open encounter?” If we suppress an idea, we make 
everyone suspect its truth. 

Of course tolerance can be corrupted. There are 
times when we must take sides. No one is tolerant of 
a careless doctor, of the drug addict, of the criminal. 
There is no absolute freedom in a sickroom, a court- 
room, or a session of Congress. Yet there are so many 
different kinds of people, so many groups with widely 
separated aims, that Christian tolerance alone can give 
them all elbow room. 
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March 21, 1943 
Second Sunday in Lent 
MY PLACE IN MY CHURCH 
Romans 12:4-8 
Frances V. Miller, Shenandoah, Virginia 
Leader’s Introduction 

Our Scripture Lesson portrays for us something of 
the eloquence of Peter’s preaching. We know Peter 
from our study of the New Testament. He was very 
human, made many mistakes, and yet because he ac- 
cepted the wise counsel of Jesus he became one of the 
world’s greatest Christian preachers. Guided by Jesus 
he found his place and did his utmost to fill that place. 
On this particular day, the day of Pentecost, we find 
Peter, after the Holy Spirit had descended, speaking to 
the multitude, pouring out his knowledge and inspira- 
tion. We know the result of that speech—3,000 were 
converted! Peter had found his place in the Church. 
So can you and I. Dr. Paul Krauss, in his book, “A 
Lamp of Burnished Gold,’ makes the statement, “The 
Church is you at work.” How well that statement serves 
as a background for the discussion of this topic. 


I Need My Church 

If I am to find “My Place in My Church” I must 
be conscious of my own need for the things the Church 
has to offer. We might easily ask the question, what are 
some of these things? 

First, the Church offers an ever growing faith in 
Jesus as our Saviour, friend and counselor. Through 
study, participation in worship, and prayer we experi- 
ence a definite deepening of our faith in God. Without 
this growing faith man is lost. Lasting happiness, con- 
tentment, joy and eternal life can never be his. 

Second, the Church offers us salvation. No other 
organization on earth can offer this. It comes: to us 
only because “God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son... ”. Christ came to earth, He 
taught men His way of life, He died that man might 
live, He established His Church that man might spread 


His message. Salvation comes only through faith in 
Christ. 
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Third, the Church offers us a guide or handbook 
for living, namely, the Bible—God’s own Holy Word! 
Therein we may seek divine guidance and counsel. Any- 
one studying God’s Word, keeping open his heart and 
mind to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, will find the 
way of life has been planned for him. The Church 
throughout its worship services and auxiliary organiza- 
tions offers us guidance in Bible study and understand- 
ing of the Word. 

Fourth, the Church offers us fellowship with other 
Christians. Our choice of friends determine, to a great 
extent, just what kind of life we shall lead. In our 
church groups we find those who are striving toward 
the better and lasting things of life. Their fellowship 
will increase our desire to build higher standards and 
ideals. Dare anyone, anywhere, say we do not need 
these things? A young person leaving his home com- 
munity and moving into a new one is indeed wise if he 
seeks his church, for there he will find interests and 
friendships that will help curb loneliness, discontentment 
and bad habits. 


My Church Needs Me 

If I am to find my place in my Church, not only 
must I be confident that I need my Church, but that 
my Church needs me. The Church carries on a continual 
program of evangelization, mercy, healing and educa- 
tion. It seeks to build up and train its people in spiritual 
life. If the Church is to carry out such a program, it 
needs workmen. It is as a cry in the wilderness—this 
need for workmen! The Church is ever seeking those 
who will sing, serve as officers, leaders, teachers, chil- 
dren’s workers, committeemen, aid with clerical work, 
and a thousand other duties too numerous to mention. 

If the Church in any way fails, it is because not 
enough men and women respond to the need of the 
Church for its work. The words of the familiar poem 
are ever true: 


Christ has no hands but our hands, 
To do His work today; 

He has no feet but our feet, 

To lead men in His way; 

He has no tongue but our tongues, 
To tell men how He died; 

He has no help but our help, 

To bring them to His side. 


Others Need My Church 

Dare we turn our backs on the cry of a wor-torn, 
sin-sick world? Men today, more than ever, are seeking 
something real and lasting to cleave to. Man-made 
ideals and methods are proving false. The philosophy 
of “Get what you can get out of life, not counting the 
cost to others” has failed to bring lasting satisfaction. 
Men are asking, “Where can I turn? What can I do?” 
The Church has the answer, for it has Christ and His 
way of life. 

The reason there aren’t more Christians in today’s 
world is because many people of the Church have failed 
to tell others Christ’s message. All men and women, no 
matter what their social or intellectual standing, need 
the love of Jesus in their hearts. Today’s leaders and 
workers in every field of endeavor need the message 
and fellowship the Church has to offer. The Church is 
no exclusive club—it includes in its fellowship men and 
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women of every nation, race, and language. 
are open to all. 

As members of the Christian Church wé must be 
concerned about others. Bringing the fellow next door 
to Luther League, asking that elderly lady to attend 
Church with you, and writing to those churchmen in the 
armed forces are things that help others keep in contact 
with the Church. 

My Luther League group taking a program to a 
shut-in or sending gifts to the under-privileged will aid 
others to know God and His love. My regular financial 
contribution to my congregation sends Christ and His 
message “unto the uttermost parts of the world.” 


Its doors 


Leader’s Conclusion 
Just as Peter’s, personality and faith grow through 
Jesus’ teachings and guidance so do we as individuals 
grow and find our place in the Church. God has not 
left us to our own powers, but supplies us from above 
as suggested in the words of the beautiful hymn: 


Feeble, helpless, how shall I 

Learn to live and learn to die? 
Who, O God, my guide shall be? 
Who shall lead Thy child to Thee? 


Blessed Father, Gracious One, 
Thou hast sent Thy Holy Son; 
He will give the light I need, 
He my trembling steps will lead. 


Through this world, uncertain, dim, 
Let me ever lean on him, 

From His precepts wisdom draw, 
Make His life my solemn law. 


Thus in deed, and thought, and word, 
Led by Jesus Christ, the Lord, : 
In my' weakness, thus shall I 
Learn to live and learn to die. 


Ke Ae Rak, 


March 28, 1943 
Third Sunday in Lent 
ONE MAN WHO DID—MOODY 


Galatians 2:20 
Werner Welchert, Chicago Lutheran Seminary, Maywood, Illinois 


From Among The Lowly 

The Rev. Dr. N. D. Hillis, of Plymouth Church, 
Brooklyn, once wrote the following in a letter about 
Dwight L. Moody: “For the republic, the roll call of 
self-made men is long and brilliant. Orators like Clay 
come in from the cornfields, statesmen like Webster 
come from the bleak hillsides of New England, presidents 
like Lincoln come forth from the university of rail-split- 
ting, the inventors, merchants, and editors come in from 
rural districts and villages, and all are the architects 
of their own fortunes. But among all this group of men 
whose life in low estate began on a simple village green, 
none is more thrilling in its struggles, more picturesque 
in its contrasts and more pathetic in its defeats and vic- 
tories than that of the great evangelist. An orphan at 
four, one of the props of the family at nine, at nineteen 
a clerk in a shoe store of Chicago, at twenty-three the 
founder of a Young Men’s Christian Association, where 
he slept on the benches because he had no bed, and 
bought a loaf at the bakery because he had no money 
for board. At twenty-four the superintendent of a Sun- 
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day school in a deserted saloon, where his pupils were 
drunkards, tramps, ragamufhns, mingled with street 
waifs and boys from a newsboys’ home; at forty, the 
most widely-talked-about man in Great Britain, where 
his friends were college presidents and professors, au- 
thors, editors, statesmen, scientists, like Drummond and 
Lord Kelvin. Returning home, in Philadelphia he found 
that merchants had erected for his meetings a building 
seating ten thousand people, an event that was re- 
peated in New York, Boston, Chicago, and many other 
great cities in our land. When he was fifty-three he 
founded a training school for young men and women in 
Chicago that has sent out several thousand workers. 
He also founded a school for young women at East 
Northfield, and for young men at Mount Hermon, in- 
stitutions that now have for their work more than a 
score of great buildings. Thrilling, indeed, this story. 
It repeats the experience of young David, who passed 
from the sheepcote to the king’s throne, and the scepter 
of universal sway.” 


Calling Man’s Ancestry 


Surely God called Dwight Moody. God called John 
the Baptist. He called Moses, and Samuel, and Timothy, 
too. He has called many others also, but not all answer, 
“Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.” Why? When 
God calls, social rank, financial standing, or family name, 
make little difference. The time was when men thought 
that God called the prophet. But when God wants a 
Moses to lead His people, we find also a mother there 
brave enough to dare the king and hide her babe in an 
ark, amidst the bulrushes. This mother’s courage re- 
peated itself in the greatest of jurists, Moses. Hannah 
was a dreamer who loved solitude, and walked the hills 
alone with God; whose eyes “were homes of silent 
prayer,’ and her religious genius repeated itself in her 
son Samuel, one of the greatest of the judges. What 
was unique in Timothy, Paul tells us, was first of all 
unique in his mother Lois, and his grandmother Eunice. 
And Moody, one of the greatest of evangelists, was first 
called through the ordainment of a great ancestry. His 
father gave him fine old Puritan fiber. His mother, 
widowed with her little flock about her, exhibits almost 
unparalleled heroism, courage and hope in the hour of 
suffering and trouble. For the tides of power in this 
man flow down from the ancestral hills. Among his 
birth gifts was the gift of perfect health and a perfect 
body, with stores of energy that seemed well-nigh in- 
exhaustible. Yes, God needs Christian homes from which 
to call leaders to blaze intensely with His love. 


The Preaching Layman 


Without the eloquence of Spurgeon, without the 
fine culture of Phillips Brooks, without the supreme 
genius of Mr. Beecher, Mr. Moody was a herald, a man 
sent forth from God, who called the unchurched classes 
to repentence, who flamed forth on them the love of 
God in Christ. For nearly six years, it is said that Mr. 
Moody’s audiences averaged five thousand each after- 
noon and evening, a record that has never been sur- 
passed in all the history of evangelism. “Our bishops,” 
said the London Telegraph, “have back of them a state 
income, great cathedrals, a small army of paid helpers 
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and musicians, but where our bishops have reached tens 
this man has reached hundreds.” 

If preaching is man-making and man-mending, then 
Mr. Moody was a veritable prince among preachers. In 
view of the great audiences of 15,000 people that 
thronged into, or about, the hall in Kansas City, where 
he preached his last sermon, all must confess that no 
preacher in the land since Mr. Beecher’s time was com- 
parable to Mr. Moody in personal popularity or in power 
to hold the masses. 

Because the great evangelist was a layman, and un- 
ordained, we must not conclude that Mr. Moody suc- 
ceeded in spite of his lack of theological preparation. 
True, in his enthusiasm he often used the vernacular, 
homely idioms, and in every sermon broke some laws of 
grammar or rhetoric. But, to him it was given to meet 
all the great preachers of the day, and to work with 
them. His was also the power of selection from each 
Spurgeon, or Maclaren, or Brooks, or Beecher, and from 
each he selected his special gift and excellence. Having 
spent eight months of each year in working with the 
foremost pastors at home and abroad, he had four 
months in summer for study and conference. Those 
who have seen Mr. Moody’s library say that this man 
has been a student of books as well as men. Superficial, 
indeed, the judgment of those who think that Mr. Moody 
was without education, or training, or logic, or knowl- 
edge of preaching as a science. With him preaching 
became a fine art, an art that conceals the art. 


The Man 

His, also, was the gift of common sense, a mind 
hungry for knowledge, a reason that saw clearly or saw 
not at all; moral earnestness, sincerity, self-reliance. 
Like Daniel, he had the courage of his convictions in 
the face of fierce opposition. Like Paul, his enthusiasm 
for men made him the herald of righteousness to foreign 
nations. Like Bernard, his was the crusader’s heart, or- 
ganizing his hosts against passion, ignorance and sin. 

In his life and actions Mr. Moody was as bold and 
fearless as in his sermons and.revival exhortations. There 
was no place he would not go, no duty he would not 
undertake, if he felt that he could accomplish good. 

A real man. And, could you ask him now, he would 
likely say, “My power? I met the steadfast Christ, I felt 
Him walking near me, so I could not but take Him 
seriously.” 
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Young People’s Topics for March 


Theme for the Month: ” Questions On Prayer” 


March 7, 1943 
Quinquagesima Sunday 
HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? 
Matthew 6:5-15 
Rev. K. B. Neumann, Peoria, Illinois 


How should we pray is a question that puzzled even 
the minds of the disciples. Jesus answered their ques- 
tion in the Sermon on the Mount and also gave them 
the Lord’s Prayer. Prayer is the soul of religion and 
failure to commune with God in prayer is the loss of 
religion itself in the inward aspect of fellowship with 
God. Even though prayer is fundamental in religion 
and natural to the heart of man, effective prayer requires 
training and understanding in God's Holy Word. 


Naturalness of Prayer 

Samuel Johnson once was asked what the strongest 
argument for prayer was, and he replied, “Sir, there is 
no argument for prayer.” By this Johnson did not mean 
that prayer is irrational, but rather that it is primarily 
a natural tendency. {n the words of Carlyle: “Prayer is 
and remains the native and deepest impulse of man.” 

The universality of prayer substantiates calling 
prayer natural. In ages gone by man has used prayer in 
one form or another. It is true that many of these forms 
were superstitious, mystic, or mechanical in nature. But 
nevertheless the heart of man desired prayer and gave 
expression to it. 

This brings to light another justification for the 
naturalness of prayer in the fact that man never out- 
grows prayer. Man may cease praying for a time but 
the need still exists. History has proved this statement 
by the witness of both individuals and nations. When 
this need is once again understood by either the man or 
the nation, then prayer resumes its natural position of 
importance. 

There are different levels in prayer life and to reach 
a more perfect level we must nurture and foster this 
natural tendency with training and practice. From the 
early beginnings of the pagans praying by the use of 
charms to the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane, we see prayer 
being developed. Prayer is capable of unlimited de- 
velopment. 

Attributes of Prayer 

In the scripture passage Jesus gives us suggestions 
concerning the proper attitudes and circumstances for 
effective prayer life. By studying and practicing these we 
can indeed develop prayer in ourselves to such an extent 
that prayer is not only an act but a way of life. 

1. Prayer requires time. It is true that many times 
prayer is not premeditated, but is a simple outpouring 
of the heart as the need for prayer arises. But prayer 
does require time, a daily time, and a regular time. The 
Psalmist David says, “Evening, and morning, and at 
noon, will I pray, and cry aloud; and he shall hear my 
voice.” (Psalm 55:17) A period of prayer in the early 
morning will set the whole day in tune with its prob- 
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lems, duties, and pleasures. A period of meditation in 
the evening will bring harmony and unity to the events 
of the day gone by. 


2. Prayer requires a place. It is true that you can 
pray anywhere, in the classroom, behind the typewriter, 
or on the golf course, but you are not likely to unless 
you have a quiet corner with the knee bent. Jesus says: 
“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which 
is in secret.” 


3. Prayer is a conversation, not a soliloquy. It is 
a conversation between man and God so it involves 
listening as well as speaking. We should endeavor to 
hear the will of God rather than attempt to force our 
will upon God, always remembering that God is All- 
Powerful and All-Knowing. 


4. Prayer requires the proper attitude. Too much 
emphasis cannot be placed upon the importance of hay- 
ing an open mind eager to know and do God’s will. The 
pure in heart shall see God. Man’s mind cannot be 
shifted from “low” into “high” like an automobile. So 
the mood must be right; preoccupations and irritations 
must be removed. 


5. Prayer must be sincere. Insincerity dulls the 
dynamic force of prayer just as the lightning rod bears 
the electric charge to the ground rendering it impotent. 
Praying in the name of Jesus is not a magic formula but 
represents an attitude of the mind and heart praying “in 
spirit and in truth.” 

6. Prayer requires knowledge. We cannot make 
God’s will ours in prayer unless we first know and un- 
derstand His will through the study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. In this way Bible reading and study becomes the 
listening side of prayer. 

7. Prayer requires a teacher. We have this teacher 
in the person of Christ. His perfect character, His acts, 
His teachings, the things He prayed for, all give us in- 
sight into effective prayer life. 


How Can We Grow in Prayer? 

All of the deeper realities of life are growing pro- 
cesses. Love is not an abstract quality but an ever in- 
creasing reality; Christianity is not a state of being, it 
is a way of life; prayer is not an occasional act but a 
continuous fellowship with God. 

In prayer as in other endeavors we must have a 
simple beginning. A child may start with a simple 
repetition taught by his mother, “Now I lay me”, and in 
maturity approach the heights of the perfect prayer of 
Jesus in the Garden, “not my will, but Thine, be done.” 
The determining factors are consecration and practice. 

For children and young people particularly, the use 
of the Lord’s Prayer and of other standard prayers is 
valuable. It is valuable as long as the user makes a 
definite effort to pray these prayers with understanding 
and meaning. Prayer must be more than a pious form. 
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In the words of Maurice: “The Lord’s Prayer is not, as 
some fancy, the easiest, the most natural of all devout 
utterances. It may be committed to memory quickly, 
but it is slowly learned by heart.” 

Prayer is a privilege, not a burden to be borne or 
an obligation to be fulfilled. When we realize and under- 
stand this principle, then we truly begin to grow in 
prayer. Prayer is one of the gifts of God and we should 
use it as such. 

Growth in prayer requires practice; practice in the 
sense of praying regularly. The door of prayer is open 
so continuously that we grow careless in availing our- 
selves of the opportunity. There are many people in 
London who have never seen the inside of Westminster 
Abbey; there are thousands of people in Chicago who 
are ignorant of its marvelous museums. Do not disre- 
gard this great privilege because it is common to all. 


The value of public prayer should not be discounted. 
When a group of people with a leader raise their hearts 
with one accord in communion with God, prayer is in- 
deed a dynamic power. The chief danger in public 
prayer lies in the fact that all hearts are not in unison. 
Listening to public prayer is not sufficient; it requires 
meditation. Leading in prayer is a fine Christian expe- 
rience and Luther League is an ideal place for young 
people to have such experiences. 


Prayer Is Vital 

Prayer is not only a natural part of our lives, it is 
a vital part. We should endeavor to develop it to the 
highest possible degree, giving primary consideration to 
God’s will and the attitude of our minds. Secondary 
consideration should be given to the mechanical aspects 
of prayer, the time, the place, and the manner of pray- 
ing. Always remember that prayer is capable of un- 
limited development in each individual’s life. 
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March 14, 1943 
First Sunday in Lent 
FOR WHAT SHOULD WE PRAY? 
Philippians 4:6, 7 
Rey. K. B. Neumann, Peoria, Illinois 
Prayer is communion with God and thus should be 
considered as the search of the soul for God rather than 
for His gifts. For what should we pray concerns not 
only prayers of petition but prayers of adoration, con- 
fession, thanksgiving, consecration, and communion. 
Only through this larger outlook on prayer can we fully 
appreciate God’s purpose in giving us this blessed privi- 
lege of prayer. 


God’s Care for the Individual 

Prayer presupposes that God takes a personal in- 
terest in the individual and this assumption may often 
lead to disturbing reflections and doubts. Consider the 
words of the Psalmist: “When I consider thy heavens, 
the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art mindful 
of him? And the son of man, that thou visitest him?” 
Throughout the Bible, however, God gives us assur- 
ance that He does care for the individual. In Matthew 
18:14 we read: “Even so it is not the will of your Father 
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which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should 
perish.” 

It is easy to think that a man is your friend; it is 
another thing to enter into active friendly relations with 
him. Some men merely believe that God cares for them, 
others profit by their faith through prayer. Since God 
cares for the individual, He cares for the needs of that 
individual, be they spiritual or material. 


Spiritual Blessings 

We should pray for fellowship with God. When we 
enter into this fellowship we can then know God’s will. 
Of all the misconceptions of prayer none is more com- 
mon than the idea that it is a means of getting God to 
do our will. True prayer changes this conception. It 
opens the door to the will of God and gives His plan 
the right of way. We must not only have faith in God’s 
love but we must respect His wisdom. 

We should pray that we may grow in grace. This. 
is a portion of the Prayer of Blessing in the Order for 
Confirmation. In Luke 2:52 we read, “and Jesus in- 
creased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and man.” We need God’s help in developing our char- 
acter, in increasing our faith, in making the spirit of love 
dwell in our lives, in laying hold of opportunities for 
Christian service. 

We should pray for spiritual guidance and strength. 
God has given this to us in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, so we pray that this indwelling spirit may become 
more vivid and real in holiness, truthfulness, and strength. 

We should pray for the forgiveness of sins. No 
greater gift has been given us than the privilege of 
humbly laying our sins at the feet of Jesus and asking 
His forgiveness. An impenitent heart is not a praying 
heart. As we go deeper in confession, we climb higher 
in communion with God. 

We should offer praise and thanksgiving to God. 
The blessings He gives us are manifold and it is indeed 
an ungrateful heart that does not express thanks for 
them. We cannot increase God’s power, but we can 
praise and adore Him. 

We should pray for the advancement of the King- 
dom of God. The great work of teaching and spreading 
the gospel being carried on at home and abroad needs 
the strength of our prayer. 


Material Blessings 

While petition is not the only aspect of prayer it is 
truly an important one. It is not the whole of prayer, 
but it is probably the original form. Petitions based on 
selfish external ends are the result of spiritual immaturi- 
ty; petitions that express man’s desires for real good 
are an integral part of prayer. Jesus speaks very explicit- 
ly concerning petition: “All things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 

We may petition God for health of mind and body. 
With an active mind and a strong body very few avenues 
of life are closed to us. We should not attempt to ac- 
quire by prayer what we can achieve by effective think- 
ing or energetic work. Spurgeon said, “Pray to God, 
but keep the hammer going.” 

We may pray for the welfare of others. The knowl- 
edge that his friends are praying for him is a source of 
sustenance and strength toa man. They say that Luther, 
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when he felt particularly strong, would exclaim, “I feel 
as if I were being prayed for.” Trust in God and love 
for our fellowmen results in prayer for others. 

We may pray unselfishly for ourselves, for our 
physical needs, for deliverance from temptation, for help 
in time of trial and tribulation. These petitions are all 
specifically mentioned in Our Lord’s Prayer. As we 
grow in prayer the content of our prayers will change 
from “Give me” to “Make me.’ We do not value God 
merely because of the things He may give us, but we 
have a sincere desire to be made over by Him. 


Prayers To Discourage 

1. The selfish prayer. Prayer should not be made 
for external material blessings only, asking God for 
preferred treatment and consideration. God is Infinite 
and has no favorites; He treats all with equal fairness. 

2. The presumptive prayer. God is all knowing 
and it is foolish for us to impose our ignorance upon 
Him. 

3. The misdirected prayer. Prayer should never 
be used as a means for instructing or impressing an 
audience. Remember the words of the Master concern- 
ing the Pharisee: “For every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted.” 

4. The mechanical prayer. We should avoid using 
prayers in a mechanical manner, giving no thought to 
the meaning. Jesus said, “When ye pray, use not vain 
repetitions.” 

5. The indefinite prayer. Our minds should not be 
so lazy as to pray concerning vague generalities and con- 
ditions. Prayer requires thought and meditation. 


Concluding Thought 

A careful analysis and study of The Lord’s Prayer 
will be a valuable means of knowing for what to pray. 
It can be used as a frame for our thoughts and medita- 
tions, molded to meet the needs of our individual wants 
and desires. To know for what we should pray we should 
first seek God’s love and understanding and seek to know 
His will. We then may be assured that our prayers will 
be well-pleasing in His sight. 


ek a 


March 21, 1943 
Second Sunday in Lent 
HOW DOES GOD ANSWER PRAYER? 
Matthew 7:7-11 
Rev. K. B. Neumann, Peoria, Illinois 

If we have not the faith that God answers our 
prayers, praying is a futile effort. But we do know that 
God answers prayers because we have His promise given 
to us in Holy Scriptures. “Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you.” God is never found wanting; He is 
ever searching for us and when we seek Him in prayer 
we may be certain of His understanding and love. 

The witness of the Bible is powerful evidence that 
God answers prayer. We have the witness of the Psalm- 
ist: “Thou hast given him his heart’s desire and hast 
not withholden the request of his lips.” Cesalmez!:2) 
This is a record of successful petition but the Bible gives 
record also of ungranted prayer. James Ad Say enask, 
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and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend 
it in your pleasures.” This leads us to the realization that 
God answers prayer in various ways, and everyday ex- 
perience adds weight to this realization. Indeed the 
Bible would be inadequate to meet our needs if it gave 
only records of successful petitions. One of the most 
difficult tests of our faith is a petition unanswered. 

Whether requesting spiritual or material blessings, 
we may be assured that God will answer our prayers, 
but we must leave the kind of answer we shall receive 
up to God’s wisdom and judgment. 


Affirmative 

“Yes” is the most frequent answer that God gives 
to our sincere prayers. It is the only answer that the 
immature Christian understands. To children prayers 
are vividly real and they pray with a naive confidence 
that they shall receive whatsoever they ask, giving little 
thought to what they ask. To them praying is some- 
what of an Aladdin Lamp experience. As we grow in 
Christian knowledge, the contents of our prayers change 
and are more in harmony with God’s plan. To a large 
extent the number of affirmative answers to prayer de- 
pends upon a person’s consecration. 

“Ves” was the answer that Jesus gave to the thief 
on the cross, “Today shalt thou be with Me in para- 
dise.’ “Yes” is the answer God gives to us if our re- 
quests are to our best good. 


Negative 

Sometimes the answer to our prayer is an emphatic 
“no.” Fortunately, God exercises judgment in granting 
requests; He knows what is best for us in the world of 
time and in eternity. 

One reason for a negative answer is the ignorance of 
our asking. Piety is no guarantee of wisdom. Men pray 
vehemently for victory on both sides of a war, and God 
alone can answer such contradictory desires. Shakes- 
peare puts it thus: “We, ignorant of ourselves, beg often 
our own harms, which the wise powers deny us for 
our good; so we find profit by losing our prayers.” 

Another reason for denial in prayer is that we con- 
tinually try to make prayer a substitute for intelligence 
end work. We can cooperate with God by thinking, 
working, and praying, but one is not to be substituted 
for another. What a strange world this would be if we 
could accomplish everything by praying. Suppose that 
men could build airplanes by prayer alone, as well as 
by the science of aeronautics; suppose they could com- 
pose music and paint pictures by petition, as well as by 
study and practice. 

“No” is as real an answer to prayer as “yes” and 
o‘ten a far better one. If one considers the frugality of 
his own knowledge and the narrowness of his outlook in 
comparison with God’s, then he realizes that God must 
often answer “no”. A little girl once prayed for a thou- 
sand dolls for Christmas. Christmas came but not the 
dolls. The child’s skeptical father chided her mockingly, 
“God didn’t answer your prayer, did He?” “Oh, yes He 
did!” replied the child. “He said no.” 


Delay 
Sometimes God answers our prayers with “Wait. 
Not now, at a later time,’ because we are not ready to 
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receive the gift for which we ask. That is why Jesus 
told us, “Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” 
(Luke 18:1) It is necessary, then, to pray patiently and 
earnestly. There are some things God cannot give a man 
until he has proved himself by persistent prayer. Our 
hearts may not be pure or our desire may not be genu- 
ine. We have this assurance, when conditions are right, 
God will answer prayer. 


Substitution 

The answer to our prayer may be a substitution. 
If God does not answer the petition, He answers the 
man. Paul petitioned for relief from physical distress, 
but God sent him strength and courage to endure it. 
“My grace is sufficient for thee, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” (II Corinthians 12:9) As a result 
Paul grew in Christian grace and service. 

Very often the substitution is of a greater value to 
us than our original petition would have been. God is 
a better judge of our needs than we are ourselves. Our 
petitions are very often colored by temporary distress 
and anxious hearts. God’s horizon is far broader and 
His decisions are made without prejudice. Answering a 
man is usually of more permanent value than answering a 
petition. If a man is given strength, courage, and grace 
to overcome or endure an obstacle, this experience will 
carry over into future trials and hardships. This kind of 
experience is a very definite step in the process of 
Christian growth. 


Constancy in Prayer 

Faith has been defined as knowledge surpassed. 
Prayer certainly requires that kind of faith. We have 
the knowledge that God answers prayer in the records 
of the Bible, in the witness of our fellowmen, in our 
own personal experience. But even this store of knowl- 
edge is not sufficient; we must have that something that 
goes beyond knowledge, we must have faith. 

There will be many times when our requests seem 
to be unanswered; there will be many instances when we 
are unable to understand the answer which God gives. 
Such experiences should not cause us to consider prayer 
inadequate but lead us to a keener realization of our own 
inadequacy. They should not cause us to stop praying 
but rather to pray more vigorously and earnestly. We 
must follow the command to “Pray without ceasing.” 
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March 28, 1943 
Third Sunday in Lent 


MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
Psalm 119 :97-104 
Rev. K. B. Neumann, Peoria, Illinois 


Prayer in its highest form is communion and fel- 
lowship with God. Men can believe that God is and yet 
never meet Him. Christ is not a real and living pres- 
ence to us unless He dwells in us. One day in Paris, a 
religious procession carrying a crucifix passed Voltaire 
and a friend. Voltaire, who was generally regarded as 
an infidel, lifted his hat. “What!” the friend exclaimed, 
“Are you reconciled with God?” And Voltaire with fine 
irony replied, “We salute, but we do not speak.” This 
might well be the description of many a person’s rela- 
tionship with God: they salute Him in the mechanics 
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of church organization, in the world of nature, in the 
external aspects of their personal lives, but they do not 
speak to Him in prayer, through the Holy Scriptures, in 
the use of the Holy Sacrament. They say that they do 
not pray to God because He is not real to them; the 
converse is a better statement of truth: God is not real 
to them because they do not pray. 


Devotion and Meditation 

We do not enter the drawing rooms of our friends, 
dragging along our ill humors and our petty irritations; 
we go into their presence with a cheerful countenance 
with the intent of having a pleasant experience of fellow- 
ship. We do not rush blindly into the presence of a per- 
son of high renown and chatter aimlessly; we first give 
thought to what we are going to say, so that it may be 
an interesting and profitable conversation. 

Surely we would not offer God less consideration! 
To think as God thinks is not an easy matter. In Isaiah 
55:8 we read: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.” Through 
meditation we attempt to bring our thoughts into har- 
mony with God, to bridge the gulf between the mind of 
man and the mind of God. The Holy Spirit in us will 
aid us in such meditation if we but give Him a chance. 
Conversation with those with whom we have little in 
common is labored and strained. If we know God’s laws 
through the study of the Bible, and if we obey them in 
our daily lives, we can eliminate the strain of talking 
with God in prayer. Meditation is more than mere 
thought, it is serious reflection. It involves turning a 
thought over and over in your mind and viewing it from 
every angle. 

We should always enter God’s presence with the 
spirit of reverence and respect. A period of quiet devo- 
tion before prayer will increase this spirit of reverence. 
Devotion will free the mind of selfish and distracting 
thoughts. 

Growth in Prayer 

This statement of growth is familiar to all. Sow a 
thought and reap an act; sow an act and reap a habit; 
sow a habit and reap a character; sow a character and 
reap a destiny. Although each step is a step higher in 
growth, all of the preceding steps are present through- 
out. This process of growth can well be applied to 
prayer. | 

1. The thought. In the realm of prayer this is medi- 
tation. One of the best ways in which to know God and 
the Son of God as a living presence is through the study 
of the Bible. The mere reading of the Word of God 
is not enough. It requires thought and meditation. The 
power of thought is one of our greatest gifts, but so 
often we are just too indolent and indifferent to use it. 
In this matter of Bible study, do not be content with 
contact alone, but engage in it until it is absorbed and 
assimilated, until God’s Word truly lives in you. In 
addition to Bible study, we should engage in spiritual 
reading. Books and magazines of religious content may 
seem dull and uninteresting at first, but this is largely 
a matter of unfamiliarity and lack of training. In many 
of the higher planes of thought and expression, apprecia- 
tion must be cultivated and trained. This is true in 
music and art. Consider the frivolous American, who in 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


the Rembrandt room of Amsterdam Gallery, looked 
lackadaisically around and asked, “I wonder if there is 
anything here worth seeing?” A real taste in religious 
reading can be cultivated if we make a simple beginning 
and pursue it earnestly. The lives of the fathers of our 
faith and the experiences of missionaries make interest- 
ing and inspirational reading. We need vast storehouses 
of knowledge of God and His ways and His works if 
we are to get the most out of communion with Him in 
prayer. 

2. The act. In previous topics we have already 
given much consideration to prayer as an act, as a 
searching for God's presence at intervals of desire and 
need. This is an outgrowth of meditation and the fre- 
quency of the act of prayer will increase until we ar- 
rive at the next step. 

3. The habit. This might better be stated as an 
habitual attitude. When prayer becomes an_ habitual 
attitude, it is a real source of strength and power. Men 
of power are usually men of habit. Men who use their 
power for good and positive ends are usually men who 
have been habitual in prayer. Consider the testimony 
of Abraham Lincoln, who was a tower of strength: “I 
have been driven many times to my knees by the over- 
whelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go. 
My own wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed in- 
sufficient for the day.” Prayer becomes a habit in the 
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Satie manner as other acts, by repetition. Bad habits 
are formed as well as good habits and are equally hard 
to break. One of the best ways to break a bad habit is 
by using the habit of prayer. The wall of a bad habit is 
not so strong but what the bend of the knees in prayer 
will not cause it to crumble and fall. 

4. The character. One of the finest things you 
could say about a man is that his life is a prayer. Such 
men are real witnesses in the Kingdom of God on earth. 
The habit of prayer is so much a part of them that they 
view all of life in relation to the teachings of Jesus. 
When sudden obstacles loom in their face, when prob- 
lems block their pathway, they view them in the light 
of Jesus and the relative proportions of their difficulties 
seem to alter. Their daily devotion in prayer stimulates 
and strengthens them and remains with them through- 
out the day. 

5. The destiny. Destiny in the life of prayer is life 
with Christ in the world of time and space and in 
Eternity. It is the goal of the whole Christian life. 

Concluding Thought 

All of us may not be standing on the same rung of 
the ladder of prayer. Each has the capacity to go higher 
and higher if he will. We may waver or take a step 
backward but Jesus is ever there waiting with a help- 
ing hand. Indeed, we could not seek God in prayer if 
He were not already searching for us. 
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ire 
League Quota Senior Inter. 
Northern California .. $48.00 $38.35 
1—Southern Calif. 129.00 139.60 $ 5.00 
Columbia District 48.00 ' 
Connecticut |... 137.00 
lOnida ge Acreiarstecre 76.00 25.60 
Georgia-Alabama 165.00 
6—Illinois 417.00 496.32 
Indiana .. 201.00 102.00 
Iowa 265.00 50.00 
LSE) sobcooenoncoondod 201.00 102.25 
3—Kentucky-Tennessee 69.00 69.00 
5—Maryland 505.00 586.29 36.10 
Michigan 131.00 117.50 
Midwest .... 140.00 43.35 
Minnesota ..... 218.00 118.20 
7—Mississippi ane 23.00 23.00 
ACOs tarticiivey cieteevene acts see ereisve 12.50 10.00 
INE DGG ICE Mickel tuet soailet sie, ie orale 158.00 65.46 
2—New Jersey ......... 198.00 254.74 34.20 
Iemma VOL Kwiavers faleraislas’ slants 1,006.00 528.24 
North) Carolina) s.jccs. vs 1,239.00 924.79 
B= ONION tiie seca Soe 549.00 Baile) 
Pacific Northwest ....... 68.00 9.28 
Pennsylvania 
entrals Penna.) i.).. ec 1,237.00 745.02 18.45 
IMinisterium ) \.6:s)e.2%c 0 2,185.00 1,275.29 99.52 
IPIFtS ULSI cj. 0 sie sis 3s aie 630.00 469.11 6.00 
Rocky Mountain ........ 56.00 21.08 
South? Carolina, <<. «2.0.00 655.00 339.71 
PREXA Specs solersieiwisle se aie(ttese 120,00 55.86 5.00 
Walehebe) gioco gon Dt) AOD Ue 646,00 1.14 4.50 
4—West Virginia 92.00 92.00 
IWVASEONSING Gereisplelsiejeie sle.eisus 110.00 30.00 
Inter. Rally—Canada .... 187:18 19.42 
Renna. Alumni... :.0)s.-.0. «i, 5.55 
St. John’s, Tigres Sask.. 6.50 
eee i. St. Thomas,’ V. I, 5.00 
$7,489.16 $228.19 
kkk * 
1942 DUES 
February 1, 1943 
League Billed Paid 
3—Northern California ............. sieves $34.50 $34.50 
6—Southern California .............. oone 80.75 80.75 
Wolduibia ky District Uo acres) ocleccle tie stavereresciers 47.50 33.50 
WO—Connecticut 4:5 25% ois's areistelstaslale cleiciactore 144.50 144.50 
2x LOT LAA p 5a,'s Save ove Tenecalicter als sosivl ar igetonetateyevate 40.25 40.25 
Georgig-Alabama s\.\c-04 sy «cs,s9 teas ona alle 128.25 18.35 
IEITITIOES Viravarctsis ca lersinyelspiete ele tet niet trae cath ts 321.75 208.00 
Bem 71 IATA! 4 6,4 (cic 0 a) sscluxerslavejelale aicterciaenthie Atiete 152.50 152.50 
OK LOWAs Wile: alo; cevelars s¥arelneisalepantelaehacreisraiete 134.50 134.50 
SAAS ASI Us al'c a oh sh psorsseltotaletelel everarere mretate ote ale 143.50 143.50 
4—Kentucky-Tennessee .......+ceeeeeeees 49.25 49.25 
Ho—aMaryland (25 «ss! speieiesa/ela deine ses eiels 393.50 393.50 
h6——IWichigan’ «.;'sosatee pn snes shall ee 86.25 86.25 
Mi — VTA WESC o s0'0'e:s sivesevoysteisiuruisievessjaleiciele au 100.00 100.00 
IMAMIMES OLA. sieccinie.e vivis ve cis seiole s Helsitine wees 140.50 10.00 
IVEISSUGSEP Dic ers 0\, 0,014 10 15 8g letahelefevaxotelsceleuaistor alin 16.25 15.50 
VL OLEATE oy 0/0) 5.6 eve,» 1.6. ns aela viene niaioteevare 12.50 14.50 
EMEA AMM Stason a a's. o's.0:s/ovesguate che mrreamie Me mene 160.00 40.00 
DL mee NC Wa GL BEW ie oa 0c oc sue br eotiviedier aera deheciee 175.25 175.25 
WAN Gy WIOL KAM oais0<i6 suala’e, ovele sie cet ereeete 487.50 487.50 
P5—North  Carolinay...s../ec.s cisistessertiesn eters 864.50 864.50 
ZU —mCOMION Veicin ances. © 0 si itesnueleannaelet ehamehentne 425.00 425.00 
b—Pacific Northwest i 40).'60 scsi ssistes tevst 26.50 26.50 
Pennsylvania :— 
CentralvPetinds Seicae tetas 's.@ sretateteiaherea 828.50 528.50 
Ministerium 220s ceseseessssanscccccens 1,538.00 1,400.92 
== Pittsburgh hs chee + ots akeels 472.00 472.00 
O-“Rocky Mountain. ..ccsclelisiss 00 0010 nays 40.00 40.00 
12—South Carolina 1.3.00 cicwasersccceveciere 476.00 476.00 
TOXaS sec ese ceeccccssccsnecererrsecece 74.00 3.59 
IS Vir SUA scre esa oaiets) cl'steerohatentbeserala epaeseiavsie 429.25 429.25 
T= WeestieV ireinia 7s faves anciatettateshien susid' oacete 60.75 60.75 
WIS COTISIEN \etaje a piers oreievons) ale WOR aeten tte easels tele 78.50 
CELGIGES shaded onCOnoendoDrnocoaT Go Cacaon 150.00 
POUpH GAS katChe wat vile cialteiteeeletacni 21.50 
$8,162.00 $7,260.61 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
January 1 to January 31, 1943 


Gift 
Total Alumni 
League Quota Paid Loyalty Cont. Mem’l 
Northern California EO) 
Southern California .. 50.00 
Canada racer ctcniavoss 120.00 $31.00 $20.00 $1.00 $10.00 
Columbia District .... 25.00 
Connecticut San desi 25.00 
Bloridart ye cca cera sinelere 25.00 
aed leg Alabama -. 45.00 5.00 5.00 
ANinGISh Woas-c avo etetetelsiets 175.00 11.00 10.00 1.00 
Tndiaticewecee ertels (orsueteos 85.00 1.00 1.00 
TOW ot ecths ate ered heise 55.00 5.00 5.00 
‘Kamsas Sogn ce ctinae sete 80.00 4.50 4.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
Marylatid "5% 5). stercinete 215.00 32.00 25.00 7.00 
MICH girs me aieetefclpteiterste 35.00 2.00 2.00 
Miidwesty siycie stolen sutnew 80.00 , 
Minnesotays als ctelec's sieve 80.00 3.00 3.00 
Mississippi. Sin. Sy swe 10.00 
MViontardale we werstaie cele s7s)ets 10.00 
Nebraska s teiinacracetrs 60.00 
New Jersey, esis cscicrace 75.00 9.00 5.00 4.00 
New? Vork: “raliscca scl 2 240.00 43.00 40.00 3.00 
North Carolina ...... 425.00 
Ohio aa castie ee cies 200.00 30.00 15.00 15.00 
Pacific Northwest .... 20.00 
Pennsylvania 
Central Penna. 360.00 39.50 5.00 29.00 5.50 
Ministerium ...... 655.00 30.00 5.00 20.00 5.00 
Pittspur cheers sever eee 275.00 5.00 5.00 
Rocky Mountain 20.00 
South (Carolina |<... ... 220.00 
SLCXAS ete eine sieeve ates « 45.00 
Wales aarn apn co acc 180.00 5.00 5.00 
West - Virginia ........ 40,00 
IWiHSCOnSITIN. o>. <)e eo esiete te 25.00 
$256.00 $140.00 $75.50 $40.50 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
January, 1943 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
CANADA, total 6 
St. James Luther League, New Dundee, Ont. 
Rev. E. Tuerkheim, Memorialized by Florence Weicker, 
Kitchener 
William Reiha, Memorialized by Senior Group, Zion Luther 
League, Stratford 
Rev. Karl Knautt 
Lorraine, John and Mary Ann Lauman 
Mr. and Mrs. Garfield Raymond 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 1 

Mrs. Keathe Anna Kinports, by Mildred Gartelmann, Savannah 
ILLINOIS, total 1 

Lee Combow, U. S. N 

Northern District Luther League 

Amity Luther League, Lena 
INDIANA, total 1 

Mrs. Esther Emrick 
IOWA, total 1 

St. John’s Luther League, Des Moines 
KANSAS, total 1 

Chas. Harkness, III 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 10 

Harriet Reeves 

Harry Keister 

Mary Blackburn 

Elaine Wagner 

Sherman Moist 

Grant R. Hagen 

Maryland Synodical Luther League 

Gladys A. Broeker 

Selma A. Trede 

Third Church Luther League, Baltimore 
MICHIGAN, total 2 

Edward Wiggert 

Mrs. Edward Wiggert 
MIDWEST 
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MINNESOTA, total 3 
Corporal Wayne Bogenschutz 
Private Clarence W. Meyer 
Private Wilbert L. Neve 

MISSISSIPPI 

MONTANA 

NEBRASKA 


NEW JERSEY, total 5 

Harry C. Meier 

Anna J. Schaediger 

Mrs. William F. Schaediger 

William F. Schaediger 

Young People’s Group, St. John’s Luther League, Jersey City 
NEW YORK, total 8 

Rev. M. J. Bieber, D.D. 

Leonora Scheu ; 

Christ Luther League, Newburgh 

Rev. Charles A. Davis 

Mrs. Charles A. Davis 

Irene Schaefer 

Mrs. Allen M. Laster 

Holy Communion Luther League, Utica 
NORTH CAROLINA 


OHIO, total 5 
Elizabeth Roemer 
Rev. W. M. Hackenberg, D.D. 
Private George A. Brenner, by St. John’s Luther League, 
Zanesville 
Rey. Oswald Elbert, by First Luther League, Columbus 
Corporal Herbert Sollenberger, by Augsburg Luther League, 
Orrville 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, total 29 
Doris Jean Kurzenknabe 
John George Kurzenknabe, Jr. 
Mrs. J. G. Kurzenknabe 
John George Kurzenknabe 
Wm. H. Patrick, Jr. 
Mrs. Annie Clay, Memorialized by W. H. Patrick, Jr., 
Philadelphia 
Elizabeth Patrick 
F. Rebecca Patrick 
Mrs. Wm. H. Patrick, Sr. 
Mary E. Bitner 
George Wethman 
Alma Hasenfus 
Rev. Raymond D. Wood 
Chas. Peberdy, Jr. 
Edward C. Heid 
Mrs. Edward C. Heid 
J. Chester Crowther 
Mrs, J. Chester Crowther 
Sister George Bushman 
Sister Helene Kuechler 
A. R. Knoos 
Mrs. A. R. Knoos 
Sir James Eastwood 
St. Paul’s Luther League, York 
Lester M. Seiders 
Melvin I. Crumrine 
Ruth Heckaman 
Evelyn Emig 
L. R. Hobaugh 


Ministerium, total 22 
George Rippel 
Rey. Raymond Heckman 
Mrs. Florence Harwick 
Jean Frickert 
Hester Mitchell 
Ruth Overfield 
Rev. H. D. Fredricks 
Sue Kleibscheidel 
Richard Hoffert 
Clara Schleicher 
Rev. Wm. Berkemeyer 
Margaret Eberly 
Katherine G. Frickert 
Ruth Juram 
Leah Spiese 
Earl N. Schmehl 
Private Thomas Mull, Memorialized by Ascension Luther 

League, Lancaster 

Master John Kline 
Miss Rhea Nagle 
Anna Schlegel 
Esther Bachofer 

Pittsburgh, total 1 
Ruth E. Beyer 


MARCH, 1943 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
TEXAS 


VIRGINIA, total 1 
Grace Luther League, Rural Retreat 
WEST VIRGINIA 


WISCONSIN 


In 


MEMORIAM 


Memorialized in Sustaining WCembership Fund 


MEMORIALS 
Rev. E. Tuerkheim 
Memorialized by Florence Weicker, Kitchener 
William Reiha 
Memorialized by Senior Group, Zion Luther League, Stratford 
Mrs. Annie Clay 
Memorialized by Wm. H. Patrick, Jr., Philadelphia 
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THE GREATEST CROSS 


To see a loved one suffer! 

To stand by, helpless, hopeless! 

To know that all that learning, all that science has discovered 
Is of no avail! 

That man can do no mote! And yet to know 
This suffering must continue, 

Not merely for a few short hours or days, 

But for the awful space of weeks—or months!— 
Yes, that even years may yet elapse 

E’re death’s grim messenger may be expected 

To bring relief unto the tortured soul— 
Freedom at last from mortal pain! 

God! Thou knowest how great that agony; 

How much easier it is 

To bear physical pain ourselves 

Than this—the mental strain—of watching others 
Whom we love. . 

Watching, yet knowing we are helpless! 


Helpless? Not quite— 

If we can but keep our faith in 'Thee— 

Learn to pray; not selfishly, 

Asking what Thou in Thy great wisdom canst not grant,— 
But humbly with the Christ— 

“Father, not my will, but Thine be done! 

Give to this loved one 

Strength to endure this physical suffering as long as need be; 
And to us who must stand by so helpless, 

Give, O Lord, strength to face the mental agony 

And not to lose our faith 

That Thou, who knowest all, 

Wilt lead us all at last 

Safely through even this—the greatest cross— 


Home to Thee.” 
—Helen A. Westphal 
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Today is one of the great testing periods of the 
Church. The future of the Church for many years to 
come depends on what we Christians do now. In com- 
ing months Lutherans will hear a great deal about 
Lutheran World Action. Remember that it represents 
a great challenge, an opportunity for special strengthen- 
ing which God offers. We must make an unusual effort 
to measure up to His expectations. 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO CONFIRMATION 
(Continued from Page 2) 
through the Last Sunday after Trinity. They become 
an intimate part of the Church’s prayer-life, being both 
its subjects and its objects. It brings the renewing 
power of God’s love to them systematically and person- 
ally in the Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. 


That they may serve God more faithfully and the 
Church opens up to them many avenues for helpfulness 
—avenues that run from the door of the Christ-dedicated 
heart to its nearest neighbor and also to the very ends 
of the earth. It sets up programs of leadership educa- 
tion to equip them for more effective ministries for Christ 
and their fellowmen. It appeals again and again to them 
to give their time and talents to some part-time or full- 
time Christian service. 


To look forward to confirmation is to look forward 
to larger and larger participation in the Church’s life 
and work. It’s a great day, marking the close of one 
era and the beginning of a new epoch in the life of the 
individual Christian. 
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THE MAPLE SUGAR SEASON 


(Continued from Page 17) 

of sugar and syrup for home consumption and market- 
ing. In 1675 sugar making was a well-established busi- 
ness, the demand constantly growing as city or village 
people learned to like sugar and syrup, and the farmers 
went at it on a larger scale. Sugar was sent to Europe 
where, especially in France, it was received with great 
favor. At that time, the sugar cakes were in the form 
of maple leaves, which were very pretty and appetiz- 
ing, and it was the custom for society ladies to give 
“nibbling parties” at which the guests would daintily 
nibble the sugar cakes as they chatted. Sometimes maple 
beverage was served. This was melted sugar to which 
cloves and cinnamon were added. 


The boys of the olden times had great sport while 
they were gathering the sap and making it into sugar. 
As there was still snow on the ground at the time, there 
was one custom, known as sugaring off, which was very 
popular. After the sap was boiled almost to the sugar- 
ing point, it was poured into dishes of snow. As the 
sap struck the cold snow, it hardened into a candy some- 
thing like unpulled molasses candy and this was eaten 
with great relish. Old-fashioned barn dances, with game- 
playing, were held and snow candy was served with 
pickles! This does seem a queer combination, but when 
one had eaten so much of that sweet candy as to be al- 
most sick, a bite of pickle cleared the mouth of all 
sweetness and one ould start all over! 

At sugar eats, as the term now is called, the same 
thing is done today. Soup plates are heaped with new 
snow, the hot syrup poured on, and with every plateful 
a pickle is eaten. 

Another favorite dish of olden times was eggs boiled 
in hot maple syrup. This gave them a peculiar and de- 
lightful flavor and the boys always had eggs cooked in 
this manner with their dinners out there in the woods. 
Sometimes, as the sap was ready to be poured for sugar- 
ing, sticks were put in the pans and a certain amount 
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of the syrup would stick to them. Then these were stuck 
into a snow bank so that the same kind of sugar candy 
was produced, this time on the end of the stick. Re- 
peated dippings into hot syrup and plungings into cold 
snow, gave the boys a lump of maple candy much like 
the modern lolly-pops. But they had to be eaten imme- 
diately because in the heat of the sugar house these tid- 
bits would soften and drip from the sticks. 


Boiling pans had to be tended night and day as long 
as the sap ran, and the boys considered it a great treat 
to be allowed to stay over night and help the men doing 
this work, to be entertained by stories of the woods, 
some of them ghastly, and to have their midnight lunches 
just as they had mid-day meals at noon.—Exchange. 
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THE BLESSED CROSS 
By C. Adam 


O cross, thou symbol dear to all 
Who Jesus Christ their Savior call, 
We think upon thee evermore, 
An emblem from the days of yore, 
And treasure thee in memory, 
Thou sign of Christianity. 


Thou bor’st the body of our Lord, 

When men’s great wrath on Him was poured, 
And thus thou wast the altar made 

On which the debt of sin was paid; 

The blood of Jesus o’er thee flowed 

To free the race from sin’s great load. 


Thy bloodstained form is empty now, 
Fulfilled in God’s eternal vow; 

The evil foe must own defeat; 

The Savior’s triumph is complete; 
And with Him share the victory 

His own, throughout eternity. 


O cross, thy story we proclaim, 

Free grace for all in Jesus’ name, 

That many more might rescued be, 

And saved for heav’n eternally. 

Lord, grant that all might know the cross, 
And count all other things but dross. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 

Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Baltimore, Md. 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


“was graduated from Wittenberg College.” 

These simple, but important words appearing in bi- 
ographies and obituaries the world over give the key to the 
character of those 

WHO in their youth at Wittenberg learned how to 

fashion their genius to the needs of the age... 

WHO at Wittenberg learned how to be strengthened 

an (faith, in’ God <7.) 
WHO at Wittenberg found the way from selfishness, 
cynicism, ingratitude .. . 

WHO at Wittenberg found encouragement for their 

ideals of human sympathy and service. ; ; 

Wittenberg is fully accredited by all agencies, including 
The Association of American Universities and the Associa- 
tion of American University Women. 

For Catalog and View Book address 
President REES EDGAR TULLOSS, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in all major branches of theology. 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Schools. 


A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience. 


For catalog or other information, address: 


DEAN E. E. FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 

Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medecine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


PRE-LIBRARY 
PRE-NURSING 


EDUCATION 


LIBERAL ARTS 


PRE-JOURNALISM 
PRE-SOCIAL WORK 


MARION COLLEGE 


A Lutheran College For Young Women 


Accredited Junior College and last two years of High 
School in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia 


BUSINESS EDUCATION 
SECRETARIAL MERCHANDISING 
HOME ECONOMICS 

MUSIC 

SPEECH 


Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 


69th Year 


Catalogue and Viewbook 


THE PRESIDENT 


BOX K, MARION, VIRGINIA 


An 
Inexpensive 
Gift 
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EACH BOOK-MARK IS MOUNTED IN A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED EASTER FOLDER 


35 Cents Each or Three for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


BIBLE BOOS Mean 


Cross With Luther League Emblem 


ILLUSTRATED ae 
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Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


With Luther 
League 
Emblem 
instead of 
IHS Design 
No. 105 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to give to each person at- 
tending your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service. 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to place in Easter Flowers 
for. sick and shut-in folks. Name of 
Church can be written on reverse side. 


A SPLENDID SOUVENIR 


TT) 85.208." 100 


Cash MUST Accompany 
Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


A TIMELY EASTER GIFT 
Heavy, Special Finish 
Cardboard, with Luther 


League Emblem in 
Blue Ink. 


Sample Cheerfully Sent 
on Receipt of a 3 Cent 
Stamp for Postage. 


Illustration Shows Actual Size of the Book Mark 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) 
we will print your CHURCH OR YOUR 
LEAGUE’S NAME on reverse side, any 
quantity up to 200. Additional hundreds, 20 
cents per hundred. 


429-437 HERR STREET 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


